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THE EVOLUTIONS OF FORTUNE. 


A Dreadful event overthrew this 
ſplendid appearance of good fortune, 
and deprived me of all I held dear in 
the world. Two thouſand banditti 

VOL. II. B from 
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from Milgrelia fell upon my habita- 
tion and that of my father ; ſome of 
our ſlaves exerted themſelves in our 
defence, but the miſcreants, irritated 
by the reſiſtance they met with, and 
particularly by the death of ſome of 
their party, deſtroyed every thing with 
fire and ſword. 


Our houſes were pillaged, and my 
father dreadfully wounded, expired in 
my arms. Thus in one day was I 
precipitated from the ſummit of proſ- 
Perity to the abyſs of miſery. 


The banditti Told me to a captain 
of the kingdom of Damas, who tra- 


ded 
"ES 
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ded to the Black Sea, and had ſtopped 


upon the coaft of Mingrelia to wait 


for flaves; I was exchanged with 
others for ſalt, arms, and linen. We 
ere thence carried to Ornnes, where 


I was bought by a Chabbender, who 


holds the office of judge among the 


merchants: he made me his gardener; 
and one day when he was walking, 
having ſeated myſelf under a tree to 
reſt, he faw me write upon ſome ta- 
blets I had; he was ſtruck with tlie 
beauty of my writing, and took plea- 
ſure in reading it : they were Arabian 
verſes, in which I lamented the loſs 
of my father, © I have lately loſt,” 
ſaid the judge, „a clerk, I beſtow on 
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you his place, be aſſiduous, and your 
fortune is certain, the ſame day I en- 
tered on my new employment. 


The judge ſoon placed confidence in 
me; my activity and application cau- 
ſed his affairs to proſper. I made 
myſelf acquainted with the theory of 
commerce, and having propoſed to my 
maſter ſome advantageous ſpecula- 
tions, which ſucceeded even beyond 
my hopes, he thought it an obliga- 
tion due to affection and juſtice to 
grant me my liberty, and to beſtow 
on me part of his profits. 


He 
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He had a lovely daughter, whom I 
often ſaw, and with whom I ſoon be- 
came violently enamoured, occupied 
ſolely with my love, without any other 

enjoyment than her fight, I telt emo- 
tions, which retraced to my imagina- 


tion my firſt attachment. 


The amiable Schaatoni did not 
ſee me with indifference ; her father 
perceived it, and completed his gene- 
roſity to me, by giving me his daugh- 


ter, and aſſociating me in his em- 


ploy. 


United to a lovely woman, virtu- 
ous and ſenſible, and at the ſame time 


B 3 engaged: 
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engaged in intereſting occupations, I 
enjoyed new life, my fortune ſurpaſſed: 
my deſires. 


The winds ſeemed to reſpe& our 
veſſels: I had compting houſes in 
India, Perſia, and Egypt, and my 
name was more univerſally known 
than even their ſovereigns. Schaatoni, 
who was expert 1n mercantile affairs,. 
partook in my labour, and aſſiſted 
me with her advice. Her father ſup- 
plied in a degree the loſs of my own ; 
delighted in giving him the vacuity 
in my heart, and thus again taſting 
the pleaſures of gratitude, joine l to 

reſpcct 
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reſpect and affection, I was completely 
happy. 


k 


It happened that I was ſummoned 
to the Divan, on ſome commercial 
concerns; I gave advices which ſuc- 
ceeded, and the Sultan accuſtomed 
himſelf to conſult me. The place of 
Grand Vizier became vacant, and the 
Sultan choſe me to fill it; I was for- 
ced to obey his will, notwithſtanding 
my repuznance to kazard myſelf 


amongſt the ſtorms of court. 


The Sultan had a grandſon deſtined 
to ſucceed him; he was a young man 
addicted to his pleaſures, unpetuous 

1 aud 
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and prodigal, not brooking reſiſtance 
or controul, yet his heart was feeling 
and generous ; ſurrounded with flat- 
terers, who endeavoured before hand 
to enſure their credit in a new reign, 
which appeared not far diſtant, he was 
eaſily prejudiced againſt me, and 
openly condemned whatever I did ; 
every malcontent aſſembled about 
him, and the young prince's favourites 
caſt a longing eye towards my poſſeſ- 


ſions. 


On the Sultan's death, Iwas inſtantly 
arreſted and thrown into a dungeon, 
and loaded with irons; I was accuſed 
of having appropriated to myſelf con- 

3 ſiderable 
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fiderable ſums of money during my 
adminiſtration, and not being able to 
find the treaſures, it was aſſerted I 
fecreted them, and a propoſal made 
to force me to confeſſion by torture: 


My deareſt Schaatoni had alſo been 
apprehended : this fatal event had 
happened at a time when her health 
was but indifferent; her mind, tor- 
mented by various diſquietudes, was 
not able to bear ſo cruel an attack 3 
ſhe expired in her priſon, and her 
death was concealed from me, the 
more to embarraſs me with confeſ- 


ſions, they pretended from time to. 


time to draw from her. 


Shocked 
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Shocked at the drexdful treatment 
awaiting me, I wrote to the Sultan, 
requeſting him to order me to be eſcor- 
ted to my own houſe by his guards, 
when I aſſured him 1 would in his pre- 
ſence open all my treaſures, and lay them 
before him in the midſt of his Divan. 

The Sultan, ſolicited by the cour- 
tiers, who by anticipation made cer- 
tain of partaking of my riches, granted 
my requeſt. 


Being carried to my own houſe, 
1 raiſed up a ſtone in the pavement, 
and drew out a ſmall box—all preſent 
ſuppoſed it full ef the fineſt diamonds; 
we 
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we then marched to the Divan, where 
proſtrating myſelf before the Sultan, 
* Here is all my treaſure,” ſaid Is 
«1t conſiſts of three millions of ſe- 
quins, which I have lent,.and which. 
will be paid whenever. your Highneſs 


pleaſes.” 


He opened the box, and haſtily: 
running over the papers, he let them 
fall with ſurpriſe ;. he then threw-hime- 
ſelf from his throne and embraced- me, 
at the ſame time ſhedding tears of 
gratitude. All the Divan were ſtruck. 
with agoniſhment ; the papers were 
his own bonds to that amount. 


Informed 
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Informed of his embarraſſments, 1 
had lent him, at different periods du- 
ring his grandfather's liſe, all my for- 
tune to diſcharge his debts, and ſupply 


his expenditure. 


I had not choſen to appear myſelf 
in the affair, but had made uſe of the 
name of one of the greateſt merchant's 
in the place, fearing that if I had lent 
2 money in my own name to the heir 
apparent, who was certain of being 
always ſufficiently ſupplied, it might 
encourage his turn for diffipation ; I 
alſo feared diſpleaſing his grandfather, 
whole ſeverity and œconomy were 


very often exaſperated at his extrava- 
| gances. 
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gances. All theſe motives were laid 
down in ſome letters, incloſed with 
the bonds, and the merchant had 
further written, © Theſe ſums were 
provided by the Grand Vizier Mouſ- 
tazerfe, who alone has a right to receive 


the payment thereof,” 


Having received the foregoing 
proofs of the Sultan's gratitude, 1 de- 
fired permiſſion to communicate this 
happy revolution in my fortune to 
Schaatoni; the Sultan burſt into 
tears, and again embracing me, ſaid, 
« Alas! I have been the cauſe of her 
death.” 


Hearing 
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T4 

Hearing this, I fainted away; on 
my recovery, the Sultan in vain 
wiſhed to reſtore me all my honors ; 
1 could not even remain in a country 
where every thing reminded me of 
the loſs I had ſuſtained, I determined 
to travel. I went to India, reſiding 
for a long time with the Bramins ; 
from thence I went to China and the 
lands of _ 

I will nn a Tecital for the 
Preſent; having minuted the whole 
of my travels in writing, you will 
therein find a more ample detail of my 
adventures. I ſhall only add, that 1 


Have every where been the ſport of 
| {ate, 
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fate, ſometimes rich and powerful, 
then miſerable and oppreſſed; I have 
paſſed from pleaſures to buſineſs, and 
from buſineſs to pleaſure; I have 
often ſuffered myſelf to be led away by 
indolence and voluptuouſneſs, and 
afterwards the love of labour and ac- 
tivity have prevailed. I have now 
ſucceeded in rendering myſelf indepen- 
dent of men and of events, I have no 
longer any particular paſſion, nor even 
ſelf· love. 


01 thought,“ mad Aladin, ce that 
laſted as long as man. 


c Mine 
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« Mine is over,” replied the Monk, 


I have lived long enough to be no 
longer in want of others, in order to 


eſteem mylelt.” 


* 


« I ſhould have thought,” ſaid” 
Aladin, that ſelf-love was neceſſary 
to mankind.” 


So it certainly is, and even va- 
nity, for few would emulate excel- 
lence in any part, did they not thereby 


attract commendation.” 


« What then,” inquired Aladin, 


are the principles of your actions?“ 


The 
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« The love of truth, ſentiment, 
and ſenſations; I no longer do aty 
thing for others to be admired or ſpo- 
ken of, and 1t 1s inconceivable how 
much, through that, the circle of my 
wants is concentrated; I have the 
means of procuring conſiderable ſums, 
but I dread their employ, leſt I ſhould 
thereby grow avaricious ? I am ſatis- 
fied with not being reduced to want 
the conveniences of life; I have pre- 
ſerved ſome diamonds of great value, 
but have very little money; I fold 
two exceeding fine ones, in order to 
purchaſe you horſes, flaves, and every 
thing that could make you appear to 
advantage at the approaching feſtival · 

vol. 11. C I bave 
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J have alſo kired a houſe for my dear 
Aladin.“ 


Did. you never wiſh for a ſon,” 
faid Aladin, « generous as you are 
paternal ? tenderneſs would have filled 
your heart with pleaſing conſola- 


tion.“ 


I have cured myſelf of love and 
the vanity of dominion, my dear 
Aladin, moſt fathers only follow theſe 
impulſes in their ſentiments; I have 
had two children, who were torn from 
me by fatal accidents; I ſtill have 


one, whole pleaſures, ſucceſſes, and 


happineſs are dear to my heart.” 


&« You 
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Jou muſt have brought him up 
with great care,” ſaid Aladin. 


« I did not bring him up,” replied 
the Monk ; the education of my chil- 
dren coſt me neither care nor expence : 
the courſe of infancy is painful to fol- 
low, its dangers are multiplied by the 
affections of a father, and he is depri- 
ved of an adequate return; in ſhort, 
he is conſtrained to aſſume a degree of 


ſeverity which would be painful to my 


heart.” 


« And do you thus abandon your 
ſon,” ſaid Aladin, with emotions of 


ſurpriſe. 
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How ſtupid you are to-day,” ſaid 
Kaderly, is he not our father.“ 


The Monk expreſſed his ſatisfac- 


tion, by preſſing them both to his 
boſom. 


| CHAT. 
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CHAP. Il. 


ALADIN YICTORIOUS AND IN LOVE. 


Fury removed to the palace the 
Monk had hired, and the next day 
being that of the tournament, Aladin 
entered the liſts, attended by four 
flaves on horſeback, each leading 
"ES: ano- 
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another horſe, covered with houſings 
ſuperbly embroidered ; the one on 
which he rode. was enriched with 
pearls; his turban was ornamented 


with a large ruby, above which roſe a 


hern's feather, of the greateſt beauty 


When the Sultan arrived, the ſym- 
bols announced the fignal for the con- 
teſt. Twenty of the firſt noblemen 
of the empire found Aladin in the cir- 
cle, and were not a little ſurpriſed at 


his preſence. 


On an elevated ſtand was faſtened 

a target, which ſerved as a butt to him, 
who could with the utmoſt dexterity 
aim an arrow ; 'an almoſt impercep- 
tible- {pot marked the centre, and he 
who 
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who approached it the neareſt gained 
the prize, which was doubled if the 
point itſelf was hit. 8 


Aladin ſuffered moſt of thoſe who. 
were preſent to diſcharge their arrows 


before him ; ſeveral placed their's 1n 


the target, but none near the centre. 


Aladin then advanced, and taking his 


-aim with a ſteady eye, planted his 


arrow in the very point. 


Univerſal applauſe reſounded, and 
Aladin received on his knees, from the“ 
hands of the priacipal Sultana, a cre- 
ſcent of the greateſt value. He tri- 
umphed in the fame manner in the 
races and in tilting; having ſucceſ- 
ſively difarmed and overthrown ail 
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thoſe who preſented themſelves. At 
ach victory, applauſe and ſhouts of 
joy re-echoed from among the people; 
the court and nobility, however, be- 
held his ſucceſſes with regret. 


He received upon theſe occaſions 
two other prizes from the Sultan's 
hands; one of which was a {cymeter, 
enriched with ſaphires and topazes ; 
and the other contained the portraits 
of the four Sultanas, ſurrounded with 
diamonds. 


Aladin was mounting on horſe- 
back to return home, when he ſaw 
ſeveral people gathered together in 
one of the boxes of the amphitheatre, 

4 ſtri- 
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ſtriving to give aſſiſtance to a lady 
who had fainted ; ſhe was ſupported 
by two ſlaves, who endeavoured to 
make her breathe more freely, by un- 
tying her necklace, and looſing her 
girdle; her hair fell negligently on 
her ſhoulders, and every attempt that 
was made to aſſiſt her, diſcovered ſome 
freſh beauty. 


Aladin endeayouring to make him- 
ſelf uſeful as well as the others, cauſed 
her to ſmell to a bottle which had been 
given him by the Monk, containing 
the moſt pungent ſalts. The lady 
recovered immediately; her eyes 
opened, and the firſt object they per- 
ceived was the victorious Aladin, 

kneeling 
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kneeling at her feet, and recalling her 
to life. Men of valour are favourites 
with the women : Aladin was hand- 
ſome, and his perſonal perfection re- 
ceived juſt then, as an additional em- 
belliſhment, that air of pride and ſa- 
tisfaction which triumph alone can 
beſtow ; he was animated and inte- 


reſted. 


It is eaſy to judge the effect the 
ſight of him in this ſituation produced 
on the lady he had thus relieved; ſhe 
bluſhed at ſeeing herſelf expoſed to 
the eyes of the multitude in this diſ- 
order. Aladin, after having faid a 

fow 
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few words, remained motionleſs, and 


apparently penetrated with the ſcene. 


The lady's face, whole eyelids were 
but juſt diſcloſing the ſuperior luſtre 
of her eyes, repreſented the birth of 
Aurora, diipelling darkneſs and ani- 
mating nature. In a languiſhing voice 
ſhe expreſſed her thanks; then ſlowly 
adjuſting her dreſs, and compliment- 
ing Aladin on his ſucceſs, ſhe exa- 
mined at leiſure his ſabre and por- 
traits, but more particularly admiring 


the creſcent. 


"00 Phoenix in the fields of beauty, 


rainbow of happineſs,” exclaimed 
Aladin, 
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Aladin, © deign to accept this cre- 
ſcent, and wear it in your lovely 


hair. 


After ſome little difficulty ſhe ac- 
cepted it with bluſhes. 


Every one by this time had nearly 
left the theatre, and the lady quitting 
Aladin, mounted her palanquin, at- 
tended by ten ſlaves. Aladin forgot 
his men and horſes, and followed her, 
without knowing whither he went, 
and even without deſign; he was like 
a man led away by an irreſiſtible im- 
pulſe. He ſaw her enter a magnifi- 


cent palace; the doors cloſed, and 
con- 
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continuing his way, he found himſelf 
at laſt in a public mall. His ſteps 
were quickened by emotion and anxi- 
ety, love and glory filled his ſoul, but 
glory now appeared only a flattering 
homage, fit to be offered up to love. 
As a perſon, by the pulſations of the 
vital fluid, becomes ſenſible of the ap- 
proach of a dangerous fit of illneſs, fo 
Aladin felt that he was under the do- 
minion of a ſentiment, which would 
influence the deſtiny of his life. Two 
hours had elapſed, when he thought 
he had only left her a quarter of an 
hour, 


» 


Aladin 
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Aladin returned home, and found 
Kaderly in the ſtreet, walking back- 


wards and forwards in agitation, 


From whence come you, Sir,” 
ſaid ſhe, „your father is uneaſy, and 


would not ſup without you.” 


Aladin embraced the Monk and 
Kaderly, received their congratula- 


tions, and ſpoke of his triumph with 
indifference ; he ſhewed them his 


ſcymeter and portraits. 


„But the creſcent,” ſaid Kaderly, 


« where is that?“ 


| He remained ſilent. 
3 As 
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As wine, however, opens the heart, 
after he had drank a few glaſſes, he 
incoherently exclaimed, How beau- 
tiful!” 


Kaderly, laughing, ſaid, © Let us 
ſee it, then,” thinking he meant the 


creſcent. 


Aladin explained himſelf, by reci- 
ting his adventure ; but whilſt he did 
ſo, he feared being rallied on ſo in- 
ſtantaneous and lively an attachment, 


but he had forgot the liberal ſenti- 


ments of his friend 


« You 
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« You love, my dear Aladin,“ ſaid 
the Monk, and the paſſion is perhaps 
not the leſs violent from being ſud- 
den. It is for life, you ſlay, —I will 
allow it; for what can be ſaid to a 
man. who feels ſo forcibly as you ſeem 
to do; nothing is left but to be in 
the ſame opinion, and to regret his 
illuſions, for they alone form the charm 
of life: yes, my friend, no ſtate is 
happy but that of infatuation. Let 
there be no conſtraint between us, 
talk to me again and again of your 
lovely ſtranger, and of your affect ions ; 
I foreſee every thing, I am ſurpriſed 
at nothing in ſentiment and opinion. 
You do not know her, then.“ 


Ah 1” 
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„ Ah!” ſaid Aladin, “my heart 
knew her, I believe, at the inſtant of 
my birth ; yes, her image was then 
engraved upon my mind, and her 

| fight only unfolded the traits already 
falhioned in my imagination, and rom 
vrhich I formed all my ideas of beauty, 
grace, and delicacy; in ſhort, of every 
thing that can pleaſe, ſeduce, attach, 


and inflame. 


Kaderly liſtened with avidity to the 
recital of Aladin's feelings, and after 
having converſed for ſome time on the 
ſubject, they retired to reſt. 


VOL. 1. D Aladin, 
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Aladin, however, did not ſeek re- 
poſe; he walked for a conſiderable: 
time to and fro in his room : he 
ſometimes loſt himſelf in the moſt do- 
licious paths of hope, but was alter- 
nately agitated by a thouſand fears ; 
his imagination repreſented every 
poſſible obſtacle, and the torments of 


jealouſy took poſſeſſion of his heart. 
« It is impoſſible,“ exclaimed he, for 
ſo lovely a creature not to be adored ! 
for a woman who appears ſo perfect 
not to be ſuſceptible! ſhe loves, and is 
beloved. The heavens are ſometimes 
overcharged with clouds, the thunder 
rolls, lightnings flaſh, and the darkeſt 
fable envelopes the heavens at ſome 

diſtance, 
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diſtance, a gilded cloud is contraſted 


with the otherwiſe univerſal gloom.” 


Such was the ſtate of Aladin's 
mind: here the doubts of jealouſy 
there a ray of hope; every thought 
was confounded, and rolled in ſucceſ- 
fon through his agitated ſoul. He 
threw himſelf upon the ſofa, and. 
ſleep at laſt cloſed his eyelids. 


He had ſlept but a few moments: 
before he was awakened by Kaderly, 
who told him, a perſon from the un- 
known lady deſired to ſpeak to him. 
Two ſlaves immediately entered the 
room with two large baſkets, filled 

D 2 with. 
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with the moſt elezant ſtuffs of India, 
and pieces of grey amber. of conſider- 
able ſize. © Theſe are ſent by the 
lady whom you relieved,” ſaid the 


ſlaves. 


Aladin put into their hand a purſe 
of ſequins, inquiring at the fame time. 


the name of their miſtreſs. 


One of them anſwered, My lord, 
her name 1s Abdallah, the widow of 
the Grand Admiral, who has been dead 
more than a twelvemonth. 


On hearing ſhe was a widow, Aladin 


was overcome with pleaſure; he could 
have 
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have given all he poſſeſſed to the ſlave 
who communicated fo intereſting an 
event. He immediately dreſſed him- 
ſelf magnificently, and as ſoon as he 
thought a viſit would be proper, he 
flew to the lady, attended by two 


ſlaves. 


Abdallah was ſeated upon cuſhions 
of cloth of gold, twenty flaves ſur- 
rounded her, and played alternately 
on different inſtruments ; ariſing at 
his entrance, ſhe ſaluted him gract- 
ouſly, and an enchanting ſmile ſhe be- 
ſtowed upon him plunged him into 


ecſtaſy. 


D 3 Abdallah 
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Abdallah had fine hair, which 


flowed in large ringlets down her ſhoul- 


ders ; her eyes as black as ebony, and 
adorned by long eye-laſhes, enlighten- 
ed her countenance ; when tranquil 
and inactive, they were conſidered as 
a finiſhed work of the Divinity, but 
when animated to expreſs an idea or a 
ſentiment, the ſenſes of every be- 
holder were moved, and all hearts were 
penetrated with veneration. The 
ſofteſt muſic could not attain the 
Taviſhing charms of her voice; the 
moſt perfect union preſided oger her 
looks, her geſtures, and her motions; 
her underſtanding was not ſpoken of, 
| becauſe it was impoſſible to diſtin» 
| > Rs guiſh 
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guiſh any one quality in a perſon 
forming altogether ſo perfect an aſſem- 
blage; the mind, heart, and under- 
ſtanding were ſo blended, as to make 
it impoſſible to aſſign what belonged 
to the one or the other. She en- 
livened and animated every place 
which the graced with her preſence ; 
the deſires of the voluptuous man, 
who details beauties, were ſilent in her 
preſence, and gave way to rapture ; 
ſhe triumphed over the ſenſes, who 
wholly poſſeſſing the minds of thoſe 
who ſaw her. 


The flaves withdrew, and Aladin, 
when he found himſelf alone with her, 
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was at the ſummit of felicity. His 
happineſs, however, was but of ſhort 
duration; a young man, ſoon after 
entering, kiſſed her hand familiarly ; 
' ſhe bluſhed and looked at Aladin with 
an expreſſion of more than words 
could convey ; that look declared that 
ſhe did not love the perſon who had 
juſt come in, but that ſhe was obliged 
to ſuffer his familiarities, and feared 
leſt Aladin ſhould entertain ſuſpicion 
on that account, and that ſhe felt 
herſelf inclined towards him, 


Aladin's confuſion prevented him 

interpreting the ſenſe of that enchant- 
ing look; he only ſaw a rival, to whom 
circumſtances 
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circumſtances gave privileges he durſt 
not aſſume. 


That rival was the fon of the Grand 
. Vizier, and his name Balkin; diſ- 
content immediately appeared in his 
eyes and every geſture at the ſight of 
him who had the preceding day been 
his victor in the courſe and combat, 
whom he now found with his miſtreſs, 
and who, upon his entrance, appeared 
confuſed. The demons of jealouſy 
kindled rage in his heart, and joined 
their inſtigations to thoſe of envy. 


The converſation of courſe was not 


very brilliant. Aladin could not re- 
ſolve 
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ſolve to quit Abdallah without hav- 
1ng ſpoke to her, and Balkin was de- 
| termined to out-ftay Aladin. Ab- 
dallah ſaw what was paſſing in the 
minds of the two rivals ; ſhe dreaded 
the impetuoſity of the one, and was 
touched with the grief of the other; 
ſhe ſpoke of her accident, and ſaid ſhe 
ſtill felt herſelf indiſpoſed. At theſe 
words, clapping her hands, a ſlave en- 
tered, and Abdallah commanded her 
to attend her to the bath. Aladin 
underſtood her intention, and making 


a profound bow, inſtantly retired. 


He communicated every circum- 
ſtance of his viſit to the Monk; the 
exceſs 
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exceſs of his paſhon ſunk his hopes 
into nothing, and left him a prey to 
the ſevereſt apprehenſions, — the ſtate 
of his fortune not tending to allay his 
anxiety. #® 


The Monk, whoſe judgment was 
cool, did not doubt, from the circum- 
ſtances he had heard, but the ſenti- 
ments of hi friend met the moſt ten- 
der return. Delighted at ſeeing him 
in love, he encouraged his hopes; the 
purity of the ſentiment was calculated 
to remove that love of voluptuouſneſs 
which degrades mankind, rendering 
him incapable of any attachment in 


which the underſtanding ſhares, it 


eVECA 
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even prevents the feeling of that in- 
expreſſible charm, which is only to 
be found in the ſociety of women. 
„The more we love pleaſure,” ſaid 
the Monk, „the leſs *affection we 
have for women, they become mere 
inſtruments; all their amiable and 
valuable qualities diſappear to him, 
who only wiſhes for ſenſation ; they 
in that caſe have no emp're over us, 
but through their vices or their faults, 
and they only reign over our weak- 


nels, 


Aladin regularly paid a viſit for ſe- 
veral ſucceeding days to Abdallah, and 
every day fancied her more enchant- 


ing; 
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ing; when he paſſed one day without 
ſeeing her, he flew to the place where 
the had appeared to be expiring. 
After this, he would place himſelf op- 
poſite the windows of her palace, and 
continue for whole hours with his eyes. 


fixed upon them. 


When he was with her, he was un- 
able to make any declaration, contem- 


plating her lovely form in ſilence. 


Abdallah on her part ſpoke only of 


indifferent ſubjects, not daring as yet 
to expreſs the ſentiments which filled 
her heart; feeling hearts are in a ſoli- 
tude even in the midſt of the tumult 
of indifferent people. Theſe two 
6 lovers 
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lovers ſeemed to have met each other 
in a deſert, where each had flown to 
the other, delighted at having met 


an aſſimulating form, 


Abdallah one day ſpoke of Aladin's 


victories, and of his rivals. 


If I had rivals in tournaments. 
only,” ſaid he, ©] ſhould find mylelt- 


happy.” 


„ You need not fear them more 
| ellewhere,” faid Abdallah, looking 


| tenderly towards him. 


He 


* 
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x 


He fell at her feet almoſt involun- 
tarily, and remained motionleſs ; it 
was not an attitude reſpectfully en- 
terprizing, ſuch as is generally uſed 
on thoſe occafions, he was at the feet 
of Abdallah with the ſame ſentiment 


of admiration, gratitude, and adora- 


tion with which be proftrated himſelf 
in the moſques. She made him riſe— 


he touched her hand; he then felt the 
immenſe interval between voluptu- 


ouſneſs and love. 


After a moment of ſilence, encou- 
raged by her looks, he thus rapturouſly 
addreſſed her : Lovely Abdallah, 


one inſtant made you tor ever the 
miſtreſs 
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miſtreſs of my heart, I can only live 
for you; yet in the ſtate to which for- 
tune has reduced me, how can l ven- 


ture to pretend to your hand?“ 


You do not reckon on the fortune 
J pofleſs,” replied Abdallah, © then. 
why ſhould I of that you have not?“ 


She had ſecretly loved Aladin for 
ſome time ; and too open to diſguiſe 
any thing, too full of paſſion to ſup- 
preſs her ſentiments, in ſhort, led on 
by apprehenfions, ſhe diſcloſed to him 
her love, and her determination ſpee- 


dily to make him her huſband.” 


CHAP. 
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TC $34 3: 


EFFECT .OF POWER. 


Bark , {on of the Grand Vizier, 
nephew of the Sultan, and the moſt 
wicked of men, thought himſelf deep- 
ly in love with the perſon of Abdallah, 

VOL. 11, 2 but 
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but was much more fo with her 
riches; he had had recourſe to the 
authority of the Sultan, who had given 
Abdallah one month to conſider on 
obeying him, by marrying Balkin. 


In ſuch an extremity, no time was 
to be loſt, and terror, united with 
love, forced Abdallah to open her 
heart, without all the punctilios uſu- 
ally practiſed by the ſex. 


It was a tender dove purſued by 
the hawk, who took refuge in the bo- 
ſom of Aladin. Flight alone can 
deliver me,” ſaid ſhe, « from the 
violence of Balkin and the authority 

of 
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of the Sultan; but how can I fly, 
ſingle and unprotected, and how de- 
termine to ruin your fortune.“ 


Aladin did not heſitate an inſtant; 
he found himſelf the happieſt of men 
in being able to prove his love, in poſ- 
ſeſſing Abdallah, and in freeing her 
from oppreſſion. After mutual oaths 
of eternal love, they agreed to collect 
every thing they had of value, and re- 
tire to the dominions of the King of 


Mouſoul. 
# 


Aladin quitted Abdallah to con- 
ſult the Monk, and manage every 
thing for their flight. Aladin's love 


E 2 became 


* 
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became every day ſtronger, and Ab- 
dallah's heart was full of Aladin. 
They met with ſome difficulty in 
their interviews: the jealous Balkin 
watching their ſteps, and it w only 
by the aſſiſtance of different diſguiſes 
that theſe lovers could meet and eſcape 
: the ſpies who beſieged her houſe. 


Aladin, often habited as a woman, 
mixed with her ſlaves. At his return 
he wrote to his miſtreſs, ſpoke of her, 
peruſed her letters, converſed with 
her, and liſtened to what ſhe ſaid, as 
if ſhe had been preſent. - 


The 
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The time rapidly paſſed with thele 
two enraptured lovers ; fix days oniy 
remained of the period fixed by the 
Sultan for her acceptance of the prof- 
fered alliance. Jealouſy, however, 
was not aſleep: while the lovers 
thought the moment of their felicity 
at hand, Balkin, exaſperated againſt 
his favoured rival, whoſe death alone 
could ſatiate his revenge, was ſecretly 


planning Aladin's ruin. 


- One day as the Monk was at din- 
ner with Aladin, they heard a great 
noiſe, and fifty horſemen of the Sul- 
tan's guard entered the houſe and 
ſeized on Aladin; the Monk inqui- 

2 3 
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red into the crime he had committed, 
when the captam of the guard gave 
him a ſentence which the Mufti had 
paſſed, condemning Aladin to the 
moſt ignominious death, for having, 
in an impious and heretical piece of 
writing, wherein he aſſerted that man 
was a free agent, inſulted God and 
the prophet, and ſapped the founda- 
tion of Iflamiſm. and! 


Whilſt the Monk was reading this 
mandate, Aladin was hurried to pri- 
ſon, where he followed him with tears,. 
accompanied by Kaderly. Adieu, 
my friends,” ſaid Aladin, and the 
bars of the priſon cloſed. 


It 
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It was not long before the Monk 
learnt the real cauſe of his friend's im- 
prifonment. Abdallah had been pro- 
mifed to Balkin, the nephew of the 
Sultan, and the Grand Vizier's ſon; 


the Sultan exerted over fer the powers 


of a ſovereign, to enforce her accept- 
ance of his hand, whilſt Balkin, not 
only enraged at Aladin for having con- 
quered him in the tournament, but 
for ſuperceding him in the affections 
of his miſtreſs, had obtained the ſen- 
tence from the Mufti, his near rela- 
tion, whe could refuſe him nothing. 


The houſe in which Aladin had re- 


fed belonged to the Monk, but 
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without any inquiry being made into 
rights of property, it was demoliſhed 
in two hours, the furniture plundered, 
and the flaves confiſcated to the 
crown; cryers alſo proclaimed in the 
ſtreet, © Aladin, ſon of Shindan, will 
to-morrow be beheaded before the 
Grand Bazar, for having blaſphemed 
God and Mahomet.” The public, 
who are fond of generous men, made 
heavy lamentations:” 3 


The good Monk in deſpair, and 
Kaderly almoſt ſuffocated with grief, 
could hardly utter a ſyllable; they 
had retired into a fmall room in an 
inn, where they wept, reflected, and 
deſpaired 
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deſpaired alternately. At every quar- 
ter of an hour which elapſed, Kaderly 
exclaimed, © Aladin has now only fo 
many hours to live,” and her cheeks 
were bathed in tears. 


After a ſhort pauſe, the Monk roſe, 
bathed in tears, through which his 
eyes. ſparkled with joy, „Aladin is 
at liberty,” ſaid he, I will anſwer 
for his life.” Kaderly threw herſelf 
about his neck, and looked at him 
with eyes at firſt ſtupified with griet, 
then wild with joy. 


The Monk taking up his white 
ſtick, marched towards the palace, 
and 
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and demanded to be privately ad- 
mitted to Fatima, the eldeſt of the 
Sultanas ; ſhe was religious, and the 
Monk's habit procured him immedi- 
ate admittance to her chamber. 


« The life of the fons of Adam,” 
faid he, after having, proſtrated him- 
felf, <* reſembles the year, divided 
into ſeveral ſeaſons; mankind have 
their ſpring, their autumn, and their 
winter. Our invincible Sultan, if I 
may be permitted to ſay ſo much, is 
already advanced in his autumn, and 
has it no longer in his power to attain 


the fruit of the tree of beauty.” 


The 
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The Sultana ſmiled at theſe words. 


« Monarchs,” proceeded the Monk, 
« as well as their ſubjects, are liable 
in this life to fird the ſource of joy 
fail, which all true believers ſhould 
eternally enjoy. An ancient ſage 
has taught me to retard the approaches 
of winter, and I bring your Highneſs 
an elixir, which will recall the radical 
ſpirit of vitality; you will have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing your auguſt ſpouſe, 
ſtruck with your charms, deſpiſe the 


other Sultanas; you alone will have 


the power to make him taſte the ſu- 
preme delights, with which the houris 


faſcinate the ſervants of the prophet; 
the 
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the power and favour of your High- 
neſs will have no bounds, all other 
women will appear to the Sultan but 
as ſo many inanimate ſtatues.” 


The Sultana liſtened to the Monk 
with equal ſurpriſe and attention. 
« Are you very ſure that your ſecret 
will accompliſh what you promiſe, 
good Monk?” ſaid ſhe. 


will anſwer for it with my head, 
(he replied) and all I aſk of your Ma- 

jeſty as a reward, is the life of Ala» 
din.“ 


The 
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The Sultana made him ſwear by 
Mahomet, that he would not com- 


municate ſo valuable a ſecret to any 


other woman; which he inſtantly 
3 | 


«Iam too much attached,” ſaid ſhe, 
« to the Sultan, to ſuffer any other 
woman to poſſeſs your ſecret ; my 
tenderneſs alone can take the proper 
care in its effects.“ 


The Sultana, who joined prudence 


to good ſenſe, would only promiſe the 
ſuſpenſion of Aladin's execution, till 
ſhe could be well affured of the effi- 
cacy of the Monk's recipe. Give 
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me your elixir,” ſaid ſhe, © the Sul. 
tan ſups here to-night, and I will try 
it; if it produces the effects you pro- 
miſe me, and they maintain themſelves 
for two days only, your friend's life 
and fortune ſhall be ſecured to him.“ 


The Monk left with the Sultana a 
few drops of the precious elixir, di- 


recting her how to adminiſter it. 


The Sultan, after his council was 
broken up, repaired to Fatima's apart- 
ments; they fat down to table, and 
Fatima had never appeared to him 
more gay, more tender, or more ani- 
mated. She took pains to diveſt the 
4  Sultan's 


63 
Sultan's thoughts of all affairs of ſtate, 
told him pleaſant tales, imitated the 
ridiculous perſonages of the court 
with ſo much archneſs and variety, 
that he almoſt thought them pre- 
ſent. 
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When ſhe had thus diſpoſed his 
heart to gaiety, ſhe offered him a gob- 
let, filled with exquiſite wine, into 
which ſhe poured a few drops of the 
Monk's elixir ; Fatima's eyes at the 
ſame moment affumed an unuſual ex- 
preſſion of tenderneſs, and the Sultan's 
lenſes were inflamed 


64 CcovsINS OF SCHIRAS. 


He was ſcarcely himſelf ; ardent 
and careſſing, he hurried the repaſt 
over. Fatima wanted to begin a 
ſtory, (a little piece of cunning on her 
part) the Sultan would liſten to no- 
thing more; he grew angry with the 
ſlaves, who were not active enough in 
undreſſing her. They were left alone; 
the Sultan was ſtill in the prime of 
his youth, and Fatima was in his eyes 


the moſt celeſtial of women. 


The Divan was detained two hours 
the next morning, with ſuch reluct- 
ance did the Sultan tear himſelf from 
the arms of his dear Fatima. Before 
he left her, he granted her Aladin's 

life, 
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life, and the reſtitution of all his pro- 
perty. The Sultana, ſtruck with the 
marvellous effects of the elixir, did- 
not think it neceſſary to repeat the 
experiment before ſhe gratified the 
Monk's wiſhes, truſting to his grati- 
tude. 


When in his own apartment, the 
Sultan thus addreſſed his chief Eu-, 
nuch: Did you ever ſee a more 
beautiful woman than Fatima?“ 


The chief Eunuch, as may readily 
be ſuppoſed, ſaid ſhe was an abſolute 


houri. 
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The Grand Vizier entered. Fa- 
tima is very ſenſible, ſaid the Sultan, 
« what think you of her?“ 


& She is the ſun of _ ” replied 
the Vizier. 


The Sultan then gave him orders 
to releaſe Aladin inſtantly, and re- 
eſtabliſh him in his poſſeſſions. 


„His houſe is deſtroyed, “ replied 
the Vizier. 


« Let him, then, have a thouſand 
purſes given him to rebuild another” 


The 
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The Vizier attempted to reply, and 
mentioned the Mufti. A look filen- 
ced him. The Vizier carried his hand 
to his forehead, to prove his obedi- 
ence ; and in order to pay the greater 
court to the Sultan, ran himſelf to 
the priſon, but he was in fact much 
enraged to fee his enemy thus eſcape 
his revenge. 


Aladin, who by this time had re- 
figned himſelf to his ſentence, hearing 
a noiſe, thought the moment of exe- 
cution at hand; the noife increaſed, 
the bolts.of the iron doors unlocked, 
and the Grand Vizier entered. Let 
me be the firſt to embrace you, my 

F 2 Lord 
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Lord,” ſaid he; * our invincible 
Sultan has diſcovered your innocence, 


life, liberty, and fortune, every thing 
is reſtored to you.“ 


Aladin thought himſelf in a dream. 

He came forth, amidſt the acclama- 
tions of the people, who were gather- 
ed together before the priſon ; he 
haſtened to find the Monk, to whom 
he juſtly imputed this happy revolu- 
tion, He met him on the way ; the 
moſt tender parent, the warmeſt 
friend, and the moſt affectionate of 
ſons, never felt ſo lively an emotion, 
or ſenſations ſo exquiſite ; over- 
whelmed with ters, they remained, 
<c'aſped 
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claſped in each other's arms, immov- 
able from ſurpriſe and joy. 

| » | 
Love is unacquainted with ſuch emo- 
tions, its tranſports are alloyed by the 
ardour of the ſenſes, but in moments 
Uke theſe, the ſoul collects all her 
powers for the enjoyment of her native 
purity, and her ftate at that time: 
nearly reſembles the delights of the: 
celeſtial regions. The Monk was a be- 
nevolent deity to Aladin, and appear- 
ed to him as poſſeſſing the power and 
goodneſs of a real one. 0 


His friend put a concluſion to the 


effuſions of his gratitude, by talking 
Eileb3A F 3 ta 
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to him of Abdallah. « I will fly to 
ber,” ſaid Aladin, „but will paſs the 


FA 


evening with you.” 


At this inſtant the Vizier paſſed 
before Abdallah's palace, at the head 
of fifty horſe of the Sultan's guard, 
and a report was ſpread that he had 
been to take away Aladin's life ſe- 
cretly in priſon, not daring to execute 


hum in public. Screams and lamenta- 


tions immediately reſounded through- 
out Abdallah's palace; no longer 
doubting Aladin's death, her favour- 
ite ſlave ruſhed into the room, and 


tainted away. 


Abdallah 
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Abdallah was at that moment on 
her knees before Balkin, imploring 
Aladin's forgiveneſs; ſhe held a dag- 
ger in her hand to deſtroy herſelf if 
ſhe did not obtain it. Hearing her 
flave ſcream, and ſeeing her faint, 
1 All is over, then,” ſaid ſhe, and 
ſtruck the dagger into her breaſt. 
Balkin was endeavoul ing to extract 
it—his hands bloody, and holding the 
handle when Aladin entered the room ; 
rage, love, and vengeance took in- 
ſtant poſſeſſion of his whirling ſenſes, 
he ſnatched the dagger, and pierced 
the boſom of Balkin, whom he ſup- 
poſed the aſſaſſin of his dear Abdallah; 
he then endeavoured to aſſiſt her, 

F 4 calling 
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calling in the ſlaves, who found him 
wild and furious, with the weapon in. 


his hand, and two perſons expiring. - 


- Abdallah opened her eyes; My 
deareſt Aladin,“ ſaid ſhe, © I die for 
you; you live, and you alone do | 
regret.” Theſe words juſtified Ala- 
din. 


Kaderly, who followed at a diſ- 
tance, was induced by the noiſe to 
enter the houſe. © Fly,” faid ſhe, 
„the Grand Vizier will arreſt you 
again,” The Monk and Kaderly 

tore him from the fatal palace. 


The 


* 
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T The latter led him to a ſmall houſe 
in the ſuburbs, where. they might be 
ſecreted. The Monk came to him, 


and conſoled Aladin; * Abdallah is 


not dead,” ſaid he, „ ſhe will be re- 
ſtored to you, I myſelf have dreſſed 
her wound.” 

He went that ſame evening to the 
palace, and found the Sultana, already 
informed of what had happened. 
« Your friend,” ſaid ſhe, „did not 
make a proper uſe of my kindneſs, he 


has himſelf dug another precipice un- 


der his own feet. The Vizier trem- 


bles for the life of his ſon, and the 


Sultan has promiſed to revenge him: 
. f I Call- 
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I cannot at this moment attempt to 
pacify the Sultan ; let your friend fly, 
and expect every thing from time, and 
my regard for you; only remain near 
me, and compoſe your elixir. 


The Monk proſtrated himſelf be- 


fore her, aſſuring her of the Sultan's 


continual adoration. He returned to 


: acquaint Aladin of the little ſucceſs that 


had attended this viſit; but entirely oc- 


cupied with Abdallah's fituation, the 
danger threatening himſelf did not 


employ a thought. He ſent every 
moment to Abdallah's palace to gain 
intelligence, which was every time 


more alarming. Aladin's life de- 


pended 
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pended on the active meaſures he 
ſhould take to effect his eſcape; the 
Monk and Kaderly therefore threw 
themſelves at his feet to entreat him 
to fly. 


The report of Balkin's death had 
already been ſpread, and the Sultan 
had ſworn by Mahomet never to for- 
giye the murderer of his nephew. 
He had committed the taſk of aveng- 
ing his blood to his relations, who ſent, 
guards to ſeize upon Aladin. 


The Monk informed of the Suk 
tan's orders, preſſed him ſtill more 
earneſtly to fly from the fury of the 

Vizier. 
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Vizier. Aladin became frantic, tore 
his garments, and addreſſed his miſ- 
treſs as though ſhe had been preſent. 
To induce him to quit a ſpot where 
hope ſeemed {till to detain him, the 
Monk told him that Abdallah was no 
more; and indeed it was a ſlight de- 
ception not to reckon on the {mall 


fpark of life yet remaining. | 


Aladin, impreſſed with the deepeſt 

melancholy, attempted to graip the 
Monk's ſcymeter; with difficulty it 
was torn from his hand. Then,” 
ſaid he, I will remain and periſh: by 
my enemies, ſince you will not let me 
put a period to my miſery. * _ —-3 


wah... 


« Ungrateful 
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* Ungrateful young man,” ſaid the 
Monk, * you only think of yourſelf ; 
Do you wiſh alſo to terminate my ex- 
iſtence, which you know 1s attached 


to your's ?” 


| Thele words, pronounced with 
feeling and emotion, brought Aladin 
a little to himſelf. * I will live for 


« your ſake,” {aid he, embracing him. 


The Monk immediately put him 
on a ſlave's habit, got two horſes for 
him, and preſented him with money 
and jewels to a conſiderable amount. 
He would have accompanied him 
FP 3 | himſelt, 
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himſelf, had he not been informed of 
a powerful faction encouraged by the 


Sultana Fatima, that menaced' the 


ſpeedy downfall of the Grand Vizier ; 
he was determined therefore to con- 
tinue near the court, till that event 
ſhould take place, when he doubted 
not being able to obtain Aladin's par- 


don. 


Aladin's ſlave made him croſs a 
foreſt, through devious ways, that 
lead to the frontiers of the kingdom, 


placing in the ſpeed of their horſes all 


hopes of eſcaping. In this manner 
they followed the moſt unfrequented 
| paths, 
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paths, reſting now and then where- 
ever a wild ſpot preſented itſelf, the 
horror of which was likely to indulge 
the dreary thoughts of Aladin. Ab- 
ſorbed in deſpair, he neither feared nor 
wiſhed for any thing ; his ſlave took 
all the neceſſary precautions for their 
ſafety; he went into the villages to 
purchaſe proviſions, retarded or hur- 
ried the march, and, in ſhort, con- 
ducted him as he would have done an 
idiot. 


Directed by chance, they at length 
arrived at a port in the Perſian gulph, 
and the faithful ſlave, ever appre- 

henſive 
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henſive for the life of his maſter, whilſt. 
within the dominions of Ifkander, 
perſuaded him to embark in a mer- 


chant ſhip bound for India. 
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Ar TER a few days ſail, a terrible 
ſtorm overtook the veſſel, and the 
impetuoſity of the tempeſt daſhed her 
to pieces on à rock. Moſt of the 

vol. 11. G crew 
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crew periſhed ; a ſmall number, ſup- 
ported by the wreck, for ſome time 
ſtruggled with the waves. Aladin's 
ſlave ſeized upon a plank which float- 
ed near them, and compelled his 
maſter to divide it with him. After 
having been toffed about a whole 
day at the mercy of the ocean, they 
were driven on an immenſe chain of 
rocks, whoſe ſummit ſeemed to mix 


with the clouds. 


In this change of fituation, the 
proſpect of a different kind of death 
preſented before them. “ We have 


been nearly overwhelmed by the ſea,” 
ſaid 
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ſaid Aladin, „and are now deſtined 
to be ſtarved.” 

His. ſlave found ſome ſhell-fiſh, 
which he brought to his maſter, and 


deſired him to eat. 


Aladin, depreſſed by his own re- 
flectlons, waited the termination of an 
exiſtence no longer valuable; he 
ſtrolled on at random, and having 
reached, without hope or deſire, the 
ſummit of a rock, he perceived ſome 
men, almoſt naked, being covered 
with a kind of looſe cloak; they 
viewed him for ſome time, and then 
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advanced with marks of ſatisfaction 


and benevolence. 


Aladin and his flave in vain at- 
tempted to make themſelves under- 
ſtood, and as the other ſpoke a lan- 
guage equa ly unintelligible, they were 
obliged to content themſelves with 


making ſigns. 


By theſe Aladin's ſlave ſtrove to in. 
form them that they were periſhing 
with want; upon which the ſtrangers, 
by the ſame mode, directed him to 
follow them, when they ſhould both 
be ſupplied. This the kindneſs they 
had 
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had already received led them wil- 
ingly to do. 


After walking more than an hour 
up and down hills, they came to an 
elevated ſpot, where they found 
others dreſſed like thoſe who attend- 
ed them, and they continued their 
march together. In a ſhort time 
they arrived at a plain, covered with 
flocks of ſheep and habitations, where 
they were invited to reſt themſelves 
on ſome matts; a kind of ſoup, 
freſh water, cakes, and a ſort of liquor, 
reſembling ſherbet, was preſented 
them. 
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When refreſhed, they continued 
their walk, preceded by their guides, 
and towards the end of the day came 
to an immenſe garden, in the form of 
a labyrinth, where art had ſo multi- 
plied the turnings, that it was nearly 
impoſſible to find the way; at the 
end of this garden was a houſe of bet- 
ter appearance than thoſe they had 
already ſeen, in which they met with | 


men drefled in flowing robes. 


Their guides here converſed with 
them for ſome time by ſigns, and 
from thence conducted them into an 
interior Part of the houſe, where they 


were ſurpriſed to obſerve, written on 
tablets 
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tablets fixed againſt the wall, paſſages 
in different languages. An ancient 


perſonage, reſpectable from an air of 


good-humour and gravity, and who 


appeared to have command in the 
| houle, pointed to thoſe writings with 
a ſtick, and gave Aladin another, who 
ſeeing the Arabian characters, directed 
his ſtick to a paſſage of the Koran 


written in that language. 


The chief appeared to be pleaſcd 


at finding they might by ſome means 
be able to converſe; ſtriking his 
hands together, a perſon came to him, 
and within a ſhort time after, another 
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young man entered, who, by order of 
the elder, ſpoke to Aladin in Arabic. 


After a few queſtions and replies, 
Aladin was treated with more atten- 
tion than hitherto ; he was deſired to 
go to the temple, where he would 
converſe with the high prieſt, who, 
from his fituation, was the fovereign of 
the country; he was told that this fa- 
Your was only granted to ſtrangers, 
-whoſe underſtanding, as well as the 
rank they held in the world, entitled 
them to that diſtinction. | 


Followed by the old man, Aladin 
and his interpreter went through ſeve- 
1 
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*ral courts, furrounded by very high 
-walls, then through a hollow way into 
a garden, formed alſo into a labyrinth, 
till at length they reached a houſe, 
much ſuperior to that they had left, 
the inſide of which was magnificently 
. ornamented with ancient furniture of 
great value; they here found many 
men, arrayed in different coloured 
. garments, which Aladin perceived re- 

lated to their various functions in the 


temple. 


They all appeared engaged, ſome 
reading, others praying, and others 
teaching young men, who liſtened 
to them with attention; in ſhort, 

after 
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after having ' paſſed through a great 
-number of apartments, they entered 
that of the high prieſt, whom they 
found fitting on a throne, ſurrounded 
by a golden ſun, enriched with ſap- 
phires, emeralds, and rubies. The 
old man ſaid a few words to the high 
prieſt, to inform him of Aladin's 


country and rank. 


The high prieſt having heard Aladin 
deſcribe the circumſtances which had 
brought him into this country, ſpoke 
thus: “ You ought to thank the 
fates that have preſerved you from the 
waves and landed you here, you have 
been received with humanity without 

b be ing 
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being known; now that we can judge 
of your underſtanding and moral, 
you ſhall be proportionably treated 
with kindneſs and eſteem, and the 


means of returning to your own country 


ſhall be furniſhed to you.” 


— 


Aladin anſwered thoſe ſtriking 
proofs of generoſity, with the moſt 
heart-felt gratitude; he then turned 
his eyes round the apartment, and 
fixed them on ſome paintings with 


which it was ornamented. 


% You ſee.“ {uid the prieſt, © among 
others, the picture of the great Zoro- 


aſter; I obſerve your curioſity, and 
| that 
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that your diſcretion alone prevents 
your aſking queſtions. What you ſee 
is ſo ſingular, that it ſurpaſſes your 
--comprehenſion ; but I will explain it 
to you :—The inhabitants of this 
country think themſelves the children 
ob the ſun; they are the original wor- 
ſhippers of fire, but fire and the ſun 
are only emblems of a fuperior and 
- immaterial Being; the ſun is no more 
than the image of fecundity, produced 
by genial heat. This country was un- 
inhabited when the reigning family of 
- one of the richeſt provinces of Aſia 
ſought here an. aſylum againſt an 
. uſurper ; five or fix hundred men, at- 
tached to this auguſt family, followed 
0 them 
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them. hither, with all the wad | 
effects they could bring with them. 


Soon after, both the king and his- 
ſon died, and it became neceſſary to 
eſtabliſh a government. An ancient 
perſonage, who had travelled over va- 
rious kingdoms, and was verſed in 
the dead and living languages, was 
elected king; he refuſed the autho- 
rity, tho” delegated to him by univer- 
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be allowed to eſtabliſh a. government 
that would be favourable to poſterity. . 


Oaths were taken by the whole body 
to ſubmit to every thing he ſhould 
preſcribe. f 
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He began, by ordering that every 
indiyidual ſhould bring whatever he. 
poſſeſſed into the public treaſury. 
* Property,” ſaid he to them, is the 
ſource of every vice, air and water are 
in common, and the earth is not 
drowned in blood to. attain an exclu- 
ſive poſſeſſion. of thele; knowledge 


and underſtanding are fatal gifts, which 


only ſerve to feed the vanity of the 
few, and render the condition of human 
nature worſe than that of the impro- 
vident animal, who neither judges nor 
compares ; ſcience muſt then be ba- 
niſhed, and a ſtop put to the progreſs 


ol perfection ariſing from ingenuity.” 


Seeing 
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Seeing Aladin's ſurpriſe, the high 

prieſt ſtopped a moment, and then 
proceeded, 


It is not without the ſtrongeſt 
reaſons that all truly wiſe men have 


thought proper to check the ſprings of 


genius, treating the arts and ſciences 


with diſreſpe& ; I know every thing 


that may be advanced in their favour.. 


The brilliant enumeration of all the 


conveniences which ſcience and art 
have procured for mankind, the ſedu- 
cing repreſentation” of the charms. of 
an enlightened, active, and induſtri- 
aus ſociety, compared with the igno- 
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rant inactivity of mankind in a rude 
ſtate, I am no ſtranger to ;. but we 


alſo know that a refinement in cor- 


ruption, vice, miſery, and ſlavery, has 
run parallel with all improvement. 


It does not follow, T own, that a 
wiſe man muſt be corrupt, but that 
fource of gehius which leads to excel 
in ſcience, is far more obnoxious upon. 
the whole, than. advantageous to hu- 
man nature. Thought and the occu- 
pation of the underſtanding are abuſes 
of a faculty; and a man who occupies 
his genius with vigour and conſtancy, 
is like a man entirely taken up with 
ſatisfying his appetite, or devoted to 

l 6 the | 
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the pleaſures of love, he 15 equally 
ouilty of exceſs. Intelligence was 
given to man to guide him 1n the 
circle of his wants, and if genius were 
indiſpenſibly needful to happineſs and 
virtue, the ſcarcity of that gift would 
condemn the generality to miſery. 


« A ſmall degree of wiſdom will ſuf- 
fice for every want of man, and even 
in poliſhed nations, the knowledge 
which is neceſſary to thoſe who go- 
vern need not be very extenſive, and 


the principles required are neither 


abſtruſe nor difficult to adopt ; the 


exertion of ſuperior genius is then a 


luxury, and its more perfect produc- 
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tion not more uſeful than a good 
piece of muſic. 'The man of genius 
is only to be valued for his ſcarcity, 
the ſame. as an excellent flute player, 
or a celebrated rope dancer. Every 
man is equal to the art of maſonry, a 
very ſmall number only have a genius 
for architecture, and can conſtruct 
monuments; let us then confine our- 
ſelves to employing maſons, and only 


: build cottages.” 


Afterhaving thus proſcribed ſcience, 
the High Prieſt went on. 


The ſage I am now mentioning 
has ſaid, gold and filver only facilitate 
exchange, 


COUSINS OF SCHIRAS. 99 


exchange, and ferment paſſions in the 
breaſt of man ; the abolition of theſe 
vile metals, ſo inimical to humanity, 
is the only way to ſtrike at their root; 
let us find a medium between the 
ſtupid barbarity of the ſavage, and the 
devouring paſſions, the miſery and op- 
Preſſion of man in a civilized ſtate, 
we ſhall then have neither palaces nor 
hoſpitals, neither heroes that elevate 
human nature, nor villains who de- 
grade it; we ſhall have no academies, 
and ſhall be unacquainted with the 
torments of ſelf- pride; no one will be 
rich, but in return, no one will be 
miſerable. The paſſion of love will 
be ſcarce, becauſe our women, by 
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being dreſſed ſimply like the men, 
would loſe much of their allurements; 
one glance would diſplay all their 
charms, and the imagination would 
not create deſires, for deprive that 
paſſion of vanity, ſelf- love, and curi- 
oſity, and what will remain. 


« Wearied of an oppreſſive autho- 
rity, under which they had for ſome 
time laboured, the people readily ſub- 
mitted to what this ſage exacted; all 
their treaſures were brought together, 
and, in ſhort, they found themſelves 
much more happy in the habitations 
you have ſeen; ſcience was excluded 


as well as riches, 


« An 
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« An hundred men reſide in the 
temple, but only ſix of them are tho- 
roughly inſtructed; books in every 
language are preſerved here. When 


ſtrangers arrive, they are treated with 


benevolence, and with more or leſs 


reſpect, according to their underſtand- 
ing and their rank in life ; thoſe whoſe 
abilities render them worthy of it, 
have the principles of the government 
explained to them, and the High 
Prieſt takes the neceſſary precautions 
that they thould not make a bad uſe 
of their information; in ſhort, he is 
informed by them of what is going 
forward in the reſt of the world, and 
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theſe recitals are far from cauſing a 


ſingle regret. 


We admire the progreſs of the un- 


derſtanding without envy; five or ſix 


perſons of ſuperior genius in an age, 


by their writings, contribute to the 


pleaſure of five or ſix thouſand idle 
people; a few enjoyments of this na- 
ture, which are only to be obtained 


by the rich, are far from compenſating 


tor the oppreſſions under which the 


Poor groan, 


The repreſentation of an ever- pre- 
ſent Deity, and a proper uſe of a few 


chemical ſecrets ; ſenſe to aſtoniſh the 
mul- 
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multitude, and keep it within bounds. 
That laflitude which purſues the po- 
liſhed man 15s unknown here, becauſe 
we know nothing of thoſe lively plea- 
ſures which leave languor behind 
them; the mind has nothing to com- 
pare, and each day awakens to the 
ſame circle of occupations and plea» 
ſures, without either ardent deſire, or 


tormenting regret. 


Aladin paſſed ſeveral months in 
this country ; he wrote a journal of 
his own life, and 6f the morals of the 


Perſians, which he gave to the High 
Prieſt, then took his leave, full of re- 
{pect and gratitude. 
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« You have loſt your poſſeſſions,“ 
ſaid the High Prieſt, “and are re- 
turning to a world where every thing 
is purchaſed with gold, ſubſiſtence, 
pleaſure, friendſhip, and attention; I 
will free you, my ſon, from the fear of 


want and opprobrium.” 


He then led him into a cavern; 
where all the riches of the univerſe: 
ſeemed to be buried; he took up ſeve- 
ral handfuls of diamonds, and a great 
quantity of gold, which he preſented 
to Aladin, while he himſelf threw a 
contemptuous ſmile on thefe objects 


of human avidity. 
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A light veſſel conducted Aladin 


and his ſlave, whom they had blind- 


folded into a port, which did not ap- 


pear to be more than a few hours ſail. 


They were {worn to ſecreſy in every 


thing they had ſeen, and were faithful 


to their oaths.. 
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CHAST.: Vs. 


THE REWARD OF GREAT SERVICES. 


Aravm, after having wandered 
ſome time over countries almoſt un- 
inhabited, arrived at length at Bag- 
dat. Every thing was in motion in 
this great city : the greateſt number 

| of 
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of the male inhabitants confined 
themſclves to their houſes, as thoſe 
who appeared in the ſtreets were im- 
preſſed or enliſted in the Sultan's 


troops. 


Aladin was ſtill emulous of that 
glory which brightens the days of 
thoſe whoſe minds are at eaſe: tho' 
a man, capable of enjoying love and 
friendſhip, and made miſerable by 
theſe ſentiments, finds the eclat of 


glory in ſome degree clouded ; for 


| whilſt he contemplates. the devaſtation 


of human nature, his benevolence 


thudders.. 1 
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It is, however, pleaſing” to elevate 
one's {elf in the eyes of thoſe who love 
us, to increaſe their affection, by a 
participation of ſuch great events as 
powerfully affect the foul ; in ſhort, to 
prove one's ſelf every day more and 
more worthy the admiration of our 
neighbours, by graſping thoſe objects 


to which cuſtom aſſimulates value. 


Curioſity ſeemed extinct in Aladin's 
mind, even the remembrance of the 
Monk was no longer grateful to him, 
his only deſire being to die gloriouſſy. 
Moved by the conſternation of the 
inhabitants, Aladin publiſhed, by 
ſound of trumpet, that he would give 
| 4 double 
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double pay to thoſe who would enliſt 
under his banner, and in a ſhort time 
he had a body of ſix thouſand horſe 
at his command ; ſuperbly accoutered, 
he then conducted them to the Sul- 
tan, to whom he made an offer of his 
ſervices, which were readily accepted. 


Aladin's troops were ever active; 
he obſerved the ſtricteſt diſcipline, 
and divided equally the ſpoils : his 
own valour animated that of the ſol- 
diers, and his ſucceſſes rendered his 
name celebrated even to extremities 
of the empire. His corps ſoon con- 
ſiſted of twelve thouſand of the choiceſt 


men 1n the army. 


The 
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The Sultan, charmed with his hero- 
iſm, admitted him to his confidence, 
and entruſted him with his plans. 
Informed one day of the diſpoſition 
which the General had made towards 
a battle, Aladin obſerved, that attack- 
ing the enemy would be hazarding 
too much, and that it was better ſtill 


— 


to haraſs them. 


The General, irritated with the 
contradiction he received from Aladin, 
uſed all his intereſt with the Sultan 
to purſue the plan he had laid down, 
and obtained his conſent. | 


Aladin, 


2 
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Aladin, who foreſaw the event, 
poſted his troops behind a wood, 
which concealed them from the ene- 
my, and from whence he could at- 
tack them whenever he pleaſed. 


Almoſt from the firſt the Sultan's 
troops were routed, and great num- 
bers betook themſelves to flight ; 
upon which, Aladin impetuouſly fell 
upon the enemy, and forced them to 
abandon the advantages they had ob- 
tained. Having reanimated the con- 
fidence of the Sultan's troops, they 
returned to the charge, and encouraged 
by Aladin's preſence and the valour 
of his ſoldiers, proved victorious. A 
| great 
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great part of the enemy's army was 


cut to pieces; their camp being aban- 


doned, was given up to pillage ; the 


Generals of both armies fell. 


Aladin, to whom the victory was 
entirely owing, was proclaimed Gene- 
ral by the army, and the Sultan con- 
firmed their choice. The new Gene- 
ral did not give the enemy time to 
breathe ; he purſued his ſucceſs, and 
laid ſiege to a conſiderable fortreſs, 
which was the key to the empire, it 
was. immediately ſurrendered, and 
their King, who had there made a 
ftand, ſued for peace, offering to yield 
up a province, and to become tribu- 

tary 
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tary to the Sultan. Aladin forwarded 
theſe propoſals to the Sultan, they 
were accepted by him, and peace was 
accordingly made; the Sultan, ac- 
companied by Aladin, returned in tri- 
umph to his capital, 


So favourable a concluſion of the 
war was celebrated with the moſt bril- 
liant entertainment. The people ad- 
| mired Aladin, ſtrewed flowers before 
him, and, during a whole week, he 
met with as much diſtinction at court 
as the chief of the Eunuchs; but 
great men, like men of talents, are 
careſſed whilſt uſeful, and ſoon for- 
gotten, | 
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The Grand Vizier was jealous of 
Aladin's favour, and ſought to depre- 
ciate his {ervices ; he took every op- 
portunity to repreſent to the Sultan 
the danger of admitting a ftranger to 
his councils and familiarity, hinting 
that his motives for quitting his own 
country were unknown. Praiſes on 
his valour and capacity were inter- 
mixed with doubts and fears, which 
the Vizier endeayoured to cheriſh in 
the mind of the Sultan, 


Aladin ſoon perceived this diminu- 
tion of his favour ; the courtiers now 
only treated him with the coldeſt 
civility; he was laughed at for his 

| foreign 


CQUVSINS OF SCHIRAS. 175 


foreign accent, and for not being 
tkilled in the cuſtomary ſalutations of 
the country. 


It ſoon became faſhionable to have 
no intimacy with him; the young 
men exclaimed in ridicule, © He js a 
dero! He was not invited to ſup- 
pers, his preſence was required only at 
dinners of ceremony; he was ſought 
only by a few ſubalterns, who ſaw in 
him the man that had ſaved the em- 
Pite by his ſkill in war. 


Several of theſe addrefled them- 
ſelves to him, in order to obtain pro- 
motion; he intereſted himſelf, how- 

1 2 | ever, 
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ever, only for thoſe whoſe courage and 
intelligence were known to him ; but 
a reſolution was formed in the Vizier's 
offices never to grant him any thing, 
and he thus found his recommenda- 


tions a great diſſervice. 


Anunforeſeen diſgrace overwhelmed 
the Grand Vizier; he was arreſted 
and thrown into a dungeon, where the 
moſt ignominious death ſeemed to 
await him; his houſe was pulled down 
according to cuſtom, and his goods 
confiſcated. The moſt inhuman ri- 
gour was extended even to his family; 
bis wife and daughter, dreſſed in a 


coarſe habit, were led about the. 
ſtreets, 
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ſtreets, expoſed to the hiſſes of the 
populace; they were then baniſhed 
the Sultan's ſtates, and orders given 
to all the ſubjects of his empire not 
to afford them any ſuccour. 


Aladin felt for their misfortunes, 
and determined to quit a court ſubject 
to ſuch terrible revolutions. He was 
one night in his gardens, which were 
near the gates of the town, abſorbed 
in thought on the Monk and his miſ- 
treſs, when ſome groans, which he 
heard at a little diſtance, rouſed him 
from his reverie; he liſtened, and 
amidſt the ſobs diſcovered female 
voices, which appeared to come from 

I 3 a neighbour- 
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a neighbouring burial place. He 
flew to their aſſiſtance, and found two: 
women, almoſt naked, laying upon 
the ground. What was his ſurpriſe, 
when he beheld before him the wife 
and daughter of the late Grand 
Vizier. | 


Fear took poſſeſſion of their hearts 
when they knew Aladin, the Vizier 
baving always been his enemy. We 
deſerve your hatred,” ſaid they, and 
threw themſelves at his feet. 


Aladin lifted them up. I forgot,“ 
ſaid he, © the injuſtice of the Vizier,, 
which cannot attach to another, L 

think 
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think only of the misfortune of his 
wite and daughter.” He then con- 
ducted them to his houſe. 


| Touched with his generolity, the 
daughter exclaimed; * My Lord, you 
will ruin yourſelf in attempting to 
fave. us, rather abandon us to. our 
fate.“ . 


„ Abandon you Pe faid Aladin, 
J had rather quit for ever a country 
where innocence 1s ſo oppreſſed.“ 


The new Grand Vizier had a re- 
gard for Aladin, and being informed 
of the retreat he had afforded the 

I 4 family 
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family of his predeceſſor, he ſent to 
tell him that he was undone if the 
Sultan heard of it, and he did not 
deliver up the women to their fate. 


Aladin thanked the Vizier, and 
wrote to the Sultan a feeling and re- 
ſpectful letter, in which he repreſen- 
ted his victories, and requeſted, as the 
reward of his ſervices, the life of the 
two unfortunate women, who conid 
not be ſuppoſed partakers in the crimes 
of his miniſter. 


The Sultan thought himfelf dream- 
ing when he read this letter; he did 
not think it poſſible that the earth 

| | ſhould 
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ſhould contain a man audacious 
enough to elevate his voice in favour 
of a ſubject who had diſpleaſed him. 
He ſhewed the letter to the Viziers ; 
ſome hung their heads with ſurpriſe, 
whilſt others broke out into exclama- 
tions. 


« The annals of the Empire,“ ſaid 
an old Vizier, „do not contain an 
example of ſuch raſhneſs; the Sultan 
is ſent from God, he is his repreſen- 
tative on earth, and it is impious to 


blame his decrees.” 


Aladin's death was upon the point 
of being determined, when the Grand 
Vizier, 
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Vizier, his friend, found means to 
avert it. 


He began by acknowledging, that 
there was no chaſtiſement ſevere 
enough to puniſh the infolence of a 
man who dared to think or ſay that 
the auguſt Sultan was miſtaken, or to 
imagine it was poſſible to be innocent 
after having incurred his diſpleaſure; 
but he remarked, that Aladin was a 
ſtranger, whoſe conduct was ſuſpicious 
to him, and might prove dangerous. 

It was not without reaſon that he had 
| purchaſed a palace near the barracks, 
and that he had had the art to ſecure 


the affection of the troops by his 
valour 
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valour and acts of generoſity; in 
ſhort, he thought it was to be 
feared, if Aladin were arreſted,” that 
a mutiny might be excited amongſt 
the troops, it would therefore be pur- 
chafing too dear the pumihment of a. 
vile ſtranger, to expoſe the ſtate to 
internal troubles. Contempt is the 
ſafeſt reſource; and I think that your 
highneſs ought to be contented with. 
making him inſtantly fly your ter- 


ritories. 


The Sultan alarmed, immediately 
adopted the Grand Vizier's opinion. 


That 
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That miniſter went to Aladin, and 
aſſured him that he had not an inſtant 
to loſe in eſcaping from the vengeance 
of the Sultan, and the envy of the 
courtiers. Aladin felt forcibly his 
obligations to the Vizier; and having 
expreſſed his gratitude and eſteem for 
him, mentioned at the ſame time his 
regret at ſeeing a man, naturally gene- 
Tous and feeling, forced to be the 1n- 


ſtrument of tyranny. 


He fled immediately with the two 
unhappy objects of his compaſſion. 
The daughter was inceſſantly in tears, 
and appeared to regret ſomething 


deare; to her than fortune. | 
40 My 
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« My daughter loves,” ſaid the 
mother privately to Aladin, « a young 
man, whom her father deſpiſed on 
account of his want of rank-and riches; 
and now that my life and her own are 


in ſafety, ſhe thinks of the loſs of her 
lover.” 


« Where is he?“ cried Aladin. 


« With his regiment,” faid ſhe, 
garriſoned on the frontiers.” 


Aladin felt pleaſure for the firſt 
time ſince his misfortune ; the idea 
of making two people happy, of re- 


uniting two lovers, delighted him, 
but 
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but it was mixed with an affecting 
regret at the thought of having once 
flattered himſelf with the hope of a 
ſimilar felicity. 


The Vizier's daughter found her 
lover; informed of her diſgrace, and 
Pitying her misfortunes, but at the 
ſame time he enjoyed a ſecret ſatis- 
faction in ſceing her fall from her 


grandeur, fince the was now more 
upon a level with himſelf ; he threw 


himſelf on his knees to Aladin, he had 
| known him as a hero, but he now 

looked upon him as Aa benignant 
Deity. * 


The 
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The Vizier's daughter, her lover, 
and her mother, could not ccaſe look- 
ing at one another—they were con- 
tinually embracing each other with 


tears. 


They all ſet off the ſame night, and 
ſtayed not till they were out of the 
territories of the Sultan of Bagdad. 
The two lovers were united the next 
day. Aladin purchaſed a ſmall villa 
for them, with a good garden, leaving 
them a conſiderable ſum of money to 
enſure them a ſubſiſtance. 


A merchant, who traded to Perſia, 
informed Aladin that the Mufti was 
dead, 
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dead, and that the Vizier had been 
diſgraced. Aladin now hoped that 
the Sultana, at the ſolicitation of the 
Monk, had been able to revoke the 
ſentence which had been paſted 
againſt him, 


The returning defire of again ſeeing 
his dear Monk, would not allow him 
to remain any longer with his new 
friends ; he quitted them with regret, 
but left them contented with their 
fate. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 


ALADIN RECOVERS HIS MISTRESS To 
SEE HER EXPIRE, 


ALADIx travelled towards Perſia; 
he was deſirous of ſeeing his benefactor, | 
yet dreaded the ſight of a place where j 
every thing reminded him of the loſs 
VOL. If. K he 
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he had ſuſtained. When he arrived 
at the town of Damas, the ſlave who 
had been the companion of all his 
dangers fell ill, and he could not bring 


' himſelf to leave him. 


This accident prolonged his ſtay ; 
he lodged in a magnificent inn, where 
a number of foreigners generally dined 
together, after having ſettled the 
affairs of the day, and by an ancient 
privilege, no inhabitant of the town 
was admitted to their table; they 
converſed with freedom on their jour- 
neys, commerce, &c. and much was 


to be learned from the converſation of 
men 
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men who poſſeſſed extenſive expe- 
rience and knowledge of the world. 


One of the ſtrangers ſoon dil- 
tinguiſhed Aladin, and appeared to 
attach himſelf more particularly to 
him. 


Aladin replied with civility to all 
he taid, but without feeming eager to 
receive his advances : he ſpoke but 
little; it was, however, eaſy to dif- 
cover, that it was not from pride or miſ- 
truſt, but that he was deeply affected 
with ſome ſentiment which made every 
object indifferent to him, 


K 2 The 
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The ſtranger was not diſguſted, but 
ſought on every occaſion to render 
himſelf agreeable to Aladin; he liſ- 
tened to him with attention, and en- 
deavoured to ſatisfy his curioſity on. 
the ſubjects he was maſter of. He 
appeared to take part in Aladin's un- 
caſineſs for the health of his ſlave, and 
informed him of the beſt phyſician in 
the place ; he ſometimes remained at 
night alone with Aladin. They eat 
dried fruits after ſupper, and drank 
ſome excellent wine, which the ſtran- 
ger had brought with him. The fa- 

miliarity of the table, and that deſire 
of intercourſe which the unhappy feel, 


led Aladin to be leſs reſerved. He 
| related 
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related part of his adventures to the 
ſtranger, and deſired him to repay his 


confidence, by talking a little on his 


Own concerns. 


« ] am an unfortunate man,” ſaid 
the ſtranger, © who has no friends, 
am unacquainted with the tranſports 
of mutual love, have no deſire:, and 


have always been deceived.” 


« Are you, then, a king?” ſaid 
Aladin. 


« I am,” ſaid the ſtranger with a 
ſigh, I am the king of Damas, born 
to a throne; the firſt words I heard 

4... K 3 were 
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were thoſe of flattery, and my firſt 
looks ſaw men proſtrated before 


33 


me. 


I pity you,” ſaid Aladin; a king, 
born as it were upon a throne, is a 
man deceived from his cradle; but as 
you feel your misfortunes, you wall. 
have ſtrength enough to ſurmount 
them.“ 


J endeavour to do good,” ſaid 
the Sultan of Damas, but I have 
hitherto been able only to make uſe- 
leſs efforts: I have planned altera- 
tions, which have only ſerved to ſub- 
ſlitute one abuſe for another: I have 


not 
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not, however, ſuffered myſelf to be 
diſguſted ; and now, before I under- 
take any thing, I am determined to 
gain by experience a knowledge of 
men and buſineſs, To attain this 
end, I diſguiſe myſelf as a merchant ; 
here I am known by nobody but the 
maſter of the houſe ; he informs me 
when any ſtrangers paſs, whoſe con- 
verſat ion promiſes entertainment.“ 


* 
@ 7 


At theſe words the Sultan took off 
a falſe beard, and ſhewed himſelf to 
Aladin as a young man of the moſt 
intereſting countenance. 


[ 
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II paſs the evening,” continued 
the Sultan, with men who converſe 
freely J am upon terms of familiarity 
with thoſe who are drawn here by the 
flouriſhing commerce of this town ; 1 
gain information, and taſte the plea- 
ſures of equality ; I find the advan- 
tage of contradiction ; I hear the con- 
duct of my miniſters criticiſed, and 
often with juſtice ; myſelf praiſed 
without flattery fox ſome good action 
or other; and often a natural and 
fincere approval of my conduct has 


drawn from me tears of ſatisfaction? 


and has made me feel a pleaſure which 
the exaggerated applauſe of my cour- 
tiers could never catfſe me to expe- 
= |. | rience. 
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rience. I hope to diſcover the real 
principles J ought to follow in go- 
vernment ; I ſhall render my people 
more happy, without being ſo myſelf; 
I ſhall feel the want of a friend to en- 
courage me in the midſt of the Diffi- 
culties I have to encounter among fo 
many countenances prepared for the 
momentary expreſſion of every ſenſa- 
tion, and who ſhould give me the 
ſatisfaction of ſeeing one face expreſ- 
ſive of genuine ſentiment; in ſhort, 
a man to whom I can unfold the 
ſecret troubles which torment the 
mind and afflict the ſoul, and whoſe: 
recitals ſhall not be liable to ridicule, 
or put it in their power to betray my 

confidence; 
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confidence; if you chuſe it, Aladin, 
you ſhall be that man, govern under 


me, and with me.“ 


« I will not anſwer you,” ſaid 
Aladin, © with that philoſophic pride 
with which the inſolence of man de- 
lights in humbling grandeur, it is not 
the deſire of raiſing myſelf in my own 
mind that leads me to refuſe you; 
you have gained my efteem, yet 1 
ſhould probably have reaſon to repent 
accepting the illuſion of that friend- 
{Kip which is offered by a king. The 
power of ſovereignty is a fire, which 
ſhould only be approached with cau- 
tion; the caprice and humour of an 


equal 
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equal is overlooked, but the whim of 
one who has every thing in his power, 
may inſtantly break through all re- 
ſtance ; ftill, however, I might brave 
the dangers which reading and expe- 
rience have taught me are inſeparable 

from favour, did not friendſhip coun- 

terpoiſe friendſhip, and the voice of a 

friend, which echoes in my heart, calls 

me towards him.“ 


Aladin then informed the king of 
Damas more particularly of the kind - 
neſs he had received from the Monk, 
and the tender affection with which 
this venerable old man had honoured 
his youth. « Ican no longer live but 


for 
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for friendſhip,” ſaid Aladin, and love 
can never offer me but a ſhade to 
cheriſh. A fad recollection of ten- 
derneſs is the cauſe of the malancholy 
in which you ſee me plunged ; I con- 
ſtantly ſee before my eyes the adorable 
Abdallah, and view her ſometimes in 
all the luſtre of her beauty ; the moſt 
deſert places are thoſe in which I moſt 
delight ; I repeat her name, and the: 
ſight of a tomb calls to my remem- 
brance the 1mage of that where 
Abdallah reſts; I even fancy that her. 
voice calls me to be for ever united to 
her; I hate the woman who expreſſes 
any fayourable diſpoſitions towards 
me; can they fancy, ſay 1, that there 
1s 
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is any compariſon between themſelves 
and Abdallah, or can they make me 


forget her for a moment.“ 


The Sultan of Damas liſtened with 
avidity to the recital of Aladin's paſ- 
ſion, and ſought to divert his uneaſi- 
neſs, in which he participated with all 
the fervor of a real friend. You 
know,“ ſaid he, © that there is a con- 
greſs aſſembled on the frontiers of my 
kingdom; the ambaſſadors from 
Perſia and the other courts have been 
there ſome time; the treaty is upon 
the point of being ſigned ; I wiſh to 
gain information of the ſtate of affairs, 
and ſhall ſet off to-morrow. Go with 

me, 
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me, my dear Aladin, your advice will 
be uſeful to me, and your departure 
for Perha meet with very little delay.“ 


Aladin yielded to the ſolicitations 
of friendſhip, and ſet out with the 
Sultan. On their arrival, they went 
immediately to the ambaſſador of 
Damas; the Sultan continued his 
uſual diſguiſe, and only made himſelf 
known to his envoy, who informed 
him of the ſituation of affairs, which 
were upon the point of being ſettled. 
Vanity, ceremony, and etiquette, had 
conſumed ſix weeks, and in one week 
the intereſts of different powers had 
been ſettled, | 


The 
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The ambaſſador drew from his deſk 
a voluminous memorial, deliyered by 
the plenipotentiaries of Perſia, on a 
trifling queſtion, which was not yet 
decided; Aladin immediately knew 
che writing to be that of his couſin 
Salem, and was not at all ſurpriſed at 
the verboſe production. 


I have anſwered it in a very few 
words,” ſaid the ambaſſador. 


That is not the way to convince 
ſo great a miniſter,” replied Aladin: 
« he ſent you thirty pages, and not 
to be behind hand with him, pray let 
the anſwer conſiſt of forty.” 


4 The 
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The next day Aladin diſguiſed him- 
ſelf as à derviſe, and mixed among the 
ſuite of the Perſian ambaſſador ; he 
gained information relative to the 
ſtate of the court, and of every thing 
that was intereſting to him; he inqui- 
red after the Monk, and was informed 
that he enjoyed great favour with the 


Sultana Fatima, who was now in full 


power. | . 


All thoſe whom he interrogated 
ſpoke with much reſpect of Salem; 
« He is the greateſt man of Perſia,” 
ſaid they, © and in the ſpace of three 
years has erected twenty fortreſſes, 


Aladin inquired where they were 
fituated, and found that the ſcite of 
| moſt 
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moſt of them was ill choſen, and that 
others were entirely uſeleſs. 


His couſin had: 3 gold For 
tones, and was therefore admired i in 
Perſia. He is a very worthy man,“ 
aid. they, „and his morals. are uni- 


Sms pure.” 


At the repetition- of theſe ne "oh 
Aladin obſerved an old Eunuch, who 
bad been &rawn by curioſity to the 
congreſs, frequently to ſhrug his 
ſhoulders; Aladin approached him, 
and drawing him afide, ** You do not 
appear to me, ſaid he, to take 
much merit in theſe praiſes.” 


* 


D., 414. L « I do 
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I do not know,” replied the 
Eunuch, * that Salem ever ſtole any 
thing, or betrayed. a friend, I think 
him incapable of both; but our 
auguſt ſovereign has twenty millions 
of ſübjects, who have equal merits. 
T1 am weary of the praiſes which the 
blind multitude delight in laviſfiing 
without diſcrimination; I am old, 
and have lived a long time at court, 
and during that time have ever ſeen 
men of mediocrity excluf vely praiſed 
for their probity, while men of genius 
are concluded to have none.“ 


Ihe treaty was ſoon brought to a 
concluſion, and Aladin returned to 
Damas with the Sultan, ny 
$ I Some 
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Some days after their arrival, the 
prince appeared abſorbed in melan- 
choly, at which his fi ĩend expreſſing 
an inquietude, „Alas! my dear 
Aladin,“ ſaid he, in a ſhort time I 
ſhall be as unhappy as you are; 1 am 
upon the point of loſing the woman 
1 adore, without ever having been 
able to touch her heart; had ſhe 
lived, I was determined, after having 
made a few more efforts, to render her 
ſuſceptible of my paſſion, to have lent 
her back to Perſia.” 


Why to Perſia?” faid Aladin. 


L. 2 She 


cos ius or Schtä ke 

She is the daughter of Almeidain, 
formerly governor of Tabris,“ replied 
the Sultan. 


At theſe words Aladin cried out, 
and fell ſenſeleſs upon the floor. 
When recovered, Abdallah lives! 
exclaimed he, I cannot doubt it 
ah! do not hide her from me any 
longer; but, alas! you ſay you love 

<< You: ſhall ſee cher,” replied the 
Sultan, “but I fear only to loſe her 
for ever; misfortune and ſickneſs have 
deſtroyed her life. 


4, Do 
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Do not let us waſte ſo much 
precious tune,” replied Aladin. 


They ſet out, and: the Sultan, as- 
they went, informed him that, about. 
fix months preceding, a ſlave merchant 
had ſold him a beautiful Perſian, whoſe 
talents and underſtanding he had very 
much praiſed. I was ſtruck. with her 
appearance, ſaid he, her looks pene- 
trated: my heart, and raiſed a contfu- 
ſion in it hitherto unknown; it Was 
not the ardour of deſire, but an emo- 
tion wholly undefinablez, I forget 
myſelf, being entirely. occupied with 
her image. She has languiſhed in 


the deepeſt melancholy ever ſince that 
ants | L. 3 moment, 
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moment, and for ſeveral days-paſt her- 
life has been deſpaired of; I have 
never been able to make her partake 
of my affection, yet I cannot ceaſe 
adoring her, nocvithſtanding b her colds 
nels... 


Aladin Hurried the Sultan; he ap- 
peared like a man ſuſpended in the 
alr over. the brink of a precipice ſur- 
veying its frightful. depth z, a feeble 
ray of hope would, however, at times 
tranſpire through the thick clouds 
that encompaſſed his head. They 
arrived at the palace; 3: while the doors 
were opening, Aladin could hardhy- 
breathe, his heart palpitated, and his 

e. 
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ears were attentive to the leaſt. noiſe.. 
At length they reached. the fick room; 
the lattice admitted only the feebleſt 
rays of light; he ſtopped, and tremb- 
ling, contemplated the dreadful ſpec- 
tacle before him; his breath was al- 
moſt, ſuſpended in the fear of cauſing 
his miſtreſs a ſurpriſe, which might. 
haſten her laſt moments. Through 
the darkneſs that reigned in the room, 
Aladin too plainly perceived that the 
paleneſs of death was ſpread over her 


countenance ; ſome few broken ſen- 
tences from her, addreſſed to the Sul-- 
tan, echoed in his heart ; hope. was. 
then for an inſtant indulged ; it ſeems. 
L4 impoſ- 


732 CovsINs or scHiRAS. 
impoſſible to believe in death, where 
we have ſo much intereſt in life, 


The Sultan thought chat a happy 
revolution might recover her, but 
feeling the neceſſity of a gradual diſ- 
cloſure, he only ſaid to the ſick lady, 
Aladin is in my territories.” 


Aladin l“ ſaid ſhe, vacantly; * 
unhappy 4 Abdallah!“ 1 
8 "Ol not: finiſh the ſentence... 
the fainted away: Aladin threw him?- 

ſelf on his knees before the bed, and 


4 forgetting the preſence of the Sultan 
. 122 ſeized: 
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{6ized her 18 which he bathed with 
his tears. 


The emotion which appeared to 
have brought back her fugitive foul. 
from the gates of death, conſumed 
her ſtrength, and her extreme weak- 
_ Heſs made them for an inſtant think 
her gone for ever. The Sultan and 
Aladin continued near her the whole 
night; every motion appeared a fatal 
preſage, attended now and then with 
what could ſcarcely be called hope“ 
The miniſter of death was hovering 
round a bed, where three hearts were 
torn by the moſt” cruel deſpair ; he 
Had, however, determined, that the 


216 
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eyes of a. perfon. ſo. much beloved 
ſhould never again admit the. rays of. 
the morning ; delirium took poſſeſ- 
ſion of her mind, ſhe threw herſelf 
with terror. into the arms of Aladin. 
Save me,” cried: ſhe, © death pur- 
ſues me! ſave. Abdallah, deliver her 
from ſlavery l. All her miſeries 
would be at an end, could ſhe but 
ſee the huſband of her love.“ 


Her ſpeech ſoon after failed, and 
before the riſing of the ſun, her eyes. 


were cloſed for ever. 


Aladin became 1 with FIN J 


of he. attempted his life, but the Sultan 


tore 
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tore his ſabre from him, and dragged: 
him into another apartment; he laid: 
himſelf down by the fide of Aladin, 
and wept with him for the.loſs of his 
miſtreſs. | 


In the midſt of this ſcene of afflic-- 
tion, the Sultan experienced an un- 
known charm, it was a fituation 
which made. him feel the pleaſure of 
equality ; he was no longer Sultan in 
thoſe melancholy moments, and he 
ſeemed to have diveſted himſelf of a 
heavy garment, that he might breathe 
the more freely ;: he had acquired the 
ſociety of a fellow- creature, who ſpoke 
what he felt. ; 


„What 
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«W.hat torments have you prepared 
for me?“ ſaid he, © by the ſatisfac- 
tion you cauſe me to feel, and how 
great is the difference between a fh- 


vourite and a friend.”” 


Their mutual ſuffering ſeemed to 
leffen their affliction. 


The courtiers exclaimed, « Who 
E this ſtranger whom the Sultan treats 
| like a brother, he wall certainly | be 
Grand Vizier 8 


' The Grand Wiler Rimſtif trem- 
"bled. The Sultan wiſhed to divide 
his power with him, but Aladin's 

1 heart 
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 Heatt was invincibly drawn towards 
the Monk; he left the Sultan, after 
having ſworn eternal attachment, and 
promiſed to pats two or three months 
ﬀu him every wear. 

- Aladin had proceeded but a few 
leagues before his retinue received an 
addition of fix camels, loaded with 
the moſt valuable merchandize the 
Sultan could collect; they conſiſted 
of arms, ſtuffs, jewels, and facks of 
gold and filver. With theſe preſents 
was delivered a letter from the Sultan, 
filled with the .moſt tender affection, 
and the moſt poignant regret, ending 
with theſe words, I ſend you theſe 


2 preſents, 
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preſents, my dear Aladin, that you 
may indulge your generoſity. The 
only attraction that riches can offer to 
a mind like your's, is, that it will ena- 
ble you to diſtribute the happineſs 
thoſe baubles can procure in the 
world, and at the ſame time will en- 
{ure your own independence. 


99 
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_ GOOD FORTUNE, 
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Arapin was pleased with che 
generous ſentiments of the Sultan of 
Damas, and was penetrated with regret 
at leaving him, but the Monk was his 
benefactor and his deareſt aan, he 
was alſo his equal, | 


| When 
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When arrived at Schiras, Aladin 
flew to the merchant who had ſhel- 


tered him during his diſgrace ; an air 


of opulence reigned in his houſe, 
*< It is eaſy. to ſee,” ſaid Aladin, “ that 


:the Monk has been here.“ 


e He my benefactorꝰ ſaid the 
merchant. “ 

He is my friend, exclaimed Ala- 
din. 4 


The BR 8 hin that 
the Monk was in great favour at court, 
but that he ſeldom attended, having 
;fixed his reſidence i in the —_— $ 


5 Aladin 
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Aladin ſet out directly to ſee his 
friend, and found him converſing with 
Kaderly in an arbour of myrtles ; 
tears bathed the old man's cheeks at 
the fight of Aladin. I ſhall not 
die, then,“ ſaid he, © without having 
ſeen my friend.” —Kaderly alternately 
laughed and cried with joy, and aſked 
a thouſand queſtions; but as ſoon as 
ſhe was informed of Abdallah's death, 
ſhe would hear no more, and * 
to the deepeſt ſorrow. 


Aladin was well received by the 
Sultan, and ſtill better by Fatima, 
who knew the Monk's friendſhip for 
him. He went to Salem's, who, for 


VOL. II. M ſome 


162 COUSINS OF SCHIRAS. 


ſome time paſt, had been elevated 
to the rank of Grand Vizier; 
he found him environed with papers, 
and ſigning away to the right and 
left. Aladin had the curioſity to aſſiſt 
at his audience ; Salem likened at- 
tentively, but it was caſy to ſee that 
buſineſs did not very readily penetrate 
his underſtanding ; ſupplications and 
tears likewiſe ſeemed to glide lightly 
over his heart, without in the leaſt 
affecting him. He had three ſecre- 
taries with him, to whom he delivered 
different memorials, which, ſince his 
adminiſtration, had become more nu- 
merous than ever; his taſte for theſe 


voluminous papers being known. 


When 
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When the Grand Vizier retired to 
his cloſet, preceded by his ſecretaries, 
loaded with writings, his pride in- 
duced him to think himſelf one of 
the moſt profound politicians, © He 
enters into every detail,” exclaimed the 
women; he was like a calculator, who 
collects together an immenſe number 
of figures, the merit is in their ſpeedy 
addition.” 


Salem, however, never calculated, 
and he applauded himſelf upon ha7- 
ing ſome trifling objection or other to 
make to every thing that was pro- 
poſed. Schemes, which had been 
matured for {ome time, and were now 


M 2 On 
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on the point of execution, were of- 
fered to him; he adopted them, be- 
cauſe every other perſon would have 
done ſo in his place at that period, 
and the thought he had overcome 
every difficulty, when, in fact, all had 


been done to his hand. 


His part izans praiſed his operations, 
though he related to moſt things only 
as a date of the year. His principal 
object in all affairs was the leaſt ex- 
pence poſſible. As he had no know- 
ledge of men, he could neither judge 
of thei abilities, nor employ them 
according to their merit; he was ſuſ- 


picious of men of genius; theſe never 


could 
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could convince him, but he was not 
able to guard againſt a man who had 
fortified his brain with impregnable 
ramparts of common- place ideas. 


Salem was deceived every day by a 
ſet of bad men without underſtand- 
ing, againſt whom he was not upon 
his guard, as they were better ac- 
quainted with the details than him- 
ſelf. He weaned his ſecretaries, treat- 
ing them with pride and diſtruſt, and 
had a ſecret enemy in each of them. 


Aladin and the Monk often con- 
verſed without envy on the ſucceſſes 


of Salem. Aladin was determined to 
M 3 continue 
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continue in a ſtate of independence, 
ſatisfied with the futility of glory; the 
gratification of doing good could alone 
determine him to interfere in public 
buſineſs. 


The Monk, however, often ſaid to 
him, . Men are led away by preju- 
dices, and governed by villains, whoſe 
intereſt it is to perpetuate theſe pre- 
judices ; one can do good very ſlowly, 
unleſs misfortunes, grown to their 
higheſt pitch, are ripe for violent reme- 


dies. 


They 
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They cultivated their underſtand- 
ing, received a few friends, and con- 
verſed more with things than perſons. 
Aladin purchaſed a magnificent pa- 
lace adjoining the Monk's habitation, 
and collected every thing that could 
contribute to happineſs, except wo- 
men. The recollection of Abdallah 
could not be effaced from his heart ; 
he erected a ſuperb monument in his 
gardens, in which he placed the re- 
mains of the daughter of Almeidan, 
which had been ſent to him by the 
Sultan of Damas, embalmed after the 
manner of the ancient kings of Egypt: 
Over the room was an apartment, in 

MS: which 
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which fifty lamps burned night and 
day; the adventures of Abdallah's 
life were painted on the walls; over 
this building was a terrace, deeply 
covered with earth, in which the 
ſcarceſt trees and the moſt beautiful 
flowers were planted ;. the avenues 
were ſhaded with cypreſs; to this 
place, Aladin frequently retired, in 
order to indulge his grief over the re- 
mains of the regretted fair. 


Upon theſe occaſions his feelings 
were extreme; his heart to thoſe of 
other men was as different as marble 
from ſand, what was once engraved 

| Sins 
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upon it was eternal, while diſſipation 
generally wears away the ſentiments 
oß others, as the ſlighteſt wind diſ- 
perſes the ſmalleſt particles of ſand. 


| 
; = 
CHAP. | 
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CHAP. VIII. 


ASSEMBLY OF THE FAIRIES, 


SALE“ fortunes and honours 


were at their higheſt elevation when 


the fairies met at the extremity of 
China; at the expiration of every 
| century 
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century they aſſembled together, in 
order to confer upon what they had 
done in its courſe. The malevolent 
fairies gloried in the troubles they 
had excited, the good in the blefiings 
they had procured mankind ; ſome 
bad created but trifling evils, delight-- 


ing merely in playing pranks. 


They had gone through the chap-- 
ters of wars, the diſgraces of courtiers,. 


the deceit of women, inſurrections, 
revolutions, and, in ſhort, all that 
collection of human wiſdom which 
declares the ſuperiority of an intelli- 
gent mind, when a fairy made this 
reflection. 


It 
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It muſt be allowed for ſome time 
paſt, mediocrity, ignorance, and em- 
piriſm, take the lead in the world, 
and that genius and grandeur of ſoul 


are very fatal gifts.” 


„ have had the curioſity,” faid 
another, to follow cloſely a few 
characters of great reputation, I have 
only ſeen two or three clever ones 


among them, the reſt were ignorant 


men.“ 


« By way of amuſement,” ſaid ano- 
ther, © let us prove the advantage of 
underſtanding talents and great qua- 


hties.”” 


Nothing 
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Nothing is fo eaſy,” replied the 
malevolent fairy, who had gifted 
Aladin. At this very inſtant, in 
the territories of the king of Perſia, 
there are two couſins ; the one is a 
man whole family I have long deteſ- 
ted, his name 1s Aladin, I gifted him 
with a ſuperior genius, a feeling mind, 
and an unbounded frankneſs; the 
conſequence has been, that he has 
loſt himſelf at court by his under- 
ſtanding, and in the world by his ſin- 


cerity ; he has been the dupe of falſe 


friends, and has diffipated his fortune 
in rendering ſervices which have been 


repaid with ingratitude; his ſenſibility 


makes him miſerable, becauſe he can- 


not 
4 


— 
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not efface the loſs of a lovely woman, 
to whom he was upon the point of 
being united ; he lives in ſolitude and 
retirement at a little diſtance from 
Schiras, where his couſin Salem, cold, 
ignorant, but active, holds the place 
of Grand Vizier, commands the Sul- 
tan's troops, and the whole court 
celebrate his virtues and his talents. 
If you chule 1t,” continued the fairy, 
J will immediately change the ſcene ; 


Salem and Aladin ſhall be ſeen in their 


ꝓroper colours.“ 


The aſſembly applauding her 
ſcheme, ſhe ſet off for Schiras; and 


having diſguiſed herſelf as a merchant, 
lodged 
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lodged in a ſuburb of the greateſt 
trade. She bought corn, putting it 
into the magazines the hired for that 
purpoſe. She then went into the 
ſtates of the King of Kerman, under 
the diſguiſe of a Cadi, and procured 
admittance to the ſovereign, under 
pretence of wanting to converſe with 
him on a ſubject of importance, * I 
was born,” ſaid ſhe, *in the province 
of Khoraſem, and my family has ever 
been attached to that of your auguſt 
predeceſſors, who governed the coun- 
try ſo happily for many centuries be- 
fore it was conquered by the kings of 
Perſia.” She then told him that the 
province was ripe for rebellion, that 

3 | the 
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the Sultan's troops were few in num- 
ber, and thoſe wearied with harſh 
treatment ; that his treaſures were diſ- 
fipated, his nnnifſters men of - ſhallow 
capacity, and in a ſhort time he might 
expect a revolution, of which it was 
adviſable to ſeize the advantage, in 
order to obtain the reſtitution of 4 ſo 
conſiderable a province. 


Perſuaſion flowed from the lips of 
the falſe Cadi; he convinced the Sul- 
tan and ſecret council, and war was 
immediately proclaimed againſt the 
king of Perſia. 


'The 
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The fairy returned to Schiras, and 
again aſſuming the habit of a mer- 
chant, converſe1 with thoſe who had 
advanced large ſums to the Sultan 
en the produce of his revenue, and 
the return of the veſſels annually ex- 
pected from India ; the fairy ſowed 
miſtruſt among them, and they refu- 
ſed to advance any freſh ſupplies. 


After having excited this alarm 
among the merchants, ſhe went to 
the market place where corn was old ; 
the profits of which accrued to the 
Sultan himſelf. How much to be 
pitied,” ſaid ſhe, © are the people who 
labour hard for their ſubſiſtence, whilſt 
avarice ſells them a damaged article 
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at an advanced price ; compare the 


wheat which the Sultan ſells with 
mine.” 


The people were exaſperated at a 
deſcription which could not fail prov- 
ing fatal even to their lives. 


She then went under the diſguiſe 
of a derviſe into the different diſtricts, 
ſhe viſited the ſick, diſtributed alms, 
and exclaimed whenever ſhe ſaw un- 
healthy children, that it was the Sul- 
tan's wheat that corrupted their blood. 
She next ſpoke of the exceſſive taxes 
with which the poor were over- 
whelmed, of the hard-hearted inſo- 
lence of the rich, and ſummed up, 

with 
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"with infidious art, all the abuſes of 


government. Thus were the people 
in a few days wrought up to a diſpo- 
ſition of revolt; they aſſembled con- 
fuſedly, and their cries reſounded to 
the palace, and interrupted the ſlum- 


bers of royalty and of Salem. 


The Grand Vizier, alarmed at theſe 
events, iſſued orders for the re· eſtab- 
liſhment of peace; as theſe orders 
were ill conceived and arbitrary, they 
only conſpired to excite the populace 
to acts of deiperation, and they at 


length broke out into open rebellion. 


The next day neus was received 
that the King of Kirman had made 
N 2 an 
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an entry into the Sultan's domintons, 
and that the people, diſſatisfied and 
murmuring at the taxes and oppreſ- 
ſive impoſitions, favoured his march. 


In this extremity the Sultan called 
Salem, and ſaid, Vizier, our affairs 
go on but badly, ſee to the re- eſtab- 
liſnment of order; is your army 


rea 2 & 


I ſet off to-morrow,” ſaid Salem, 
and depend on the troops of your 


invincible majeſty.” 


Salem flew to meet the enemy, and 
part of his army was defeated. It was 
not eaſy for him to communicate this 

News 
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news to the Sultan; but one of 
Salem's enemies ventured to hint, 
that he had met with ſome diſadvan- 


tage, and had been forced to retreat. 


« You will find that to be only a 
manccuvre of the Vizier's,” ſaid the 


Sultan. 


« It muſt be a very clever one,” 
faid the courtiers, who ſaw it was not 


yet time openly to attack the Vizier. 


He gave them battle a fecond time, 
and owing to an injudicious arrange- 
ment, the army was entirely defeated, 
and the enemy preſſing forward. were 
within twenty leagues of the capital. 

| N 3 The 
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The Fairy ſeized the moment of 
general conſternation to circulate the 
name of Aladin. among the people; 
ſe celebrated his victories, his talents, 
his generoſity, and in a ſhort time the 


clamour was univerſally in.his favour. 


The defeated. Vizier had. flown im- 
mediately to the Sultan, and knew. 
not what to do. The people advan- 
ced towards the palace, and deman-- 
ded his head. The Sultan, who 
wiſhed to get out of his-preſent dilem-- 


ma on any terms, was not very averſe. 


to granting this little ſatisfaction to 
the people, at which Salem was greatly 


alarmed. 


The 


COUSENS OF SCHIRAS, 133 


/ 


The Vizier's antichambers were 
now almoſt deſerted; the inferior 
miniſters blamed his conduct, and 
defended themſelves from having had 


any part in his operations. 


The time grew preſſing, and not 
knowing what to truſt to, or what ſteps 
to take, he thought of having recourle 
to his couſin Aladin ; he accordingly 
propoſed the Sultan to ſend for 


him. 
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CHAP. Ix. 


ALADIN RECALLED TO: COURT... 


Arapn conſulted the Monk. 
on receiving the invitation. The 
moment is arrived,” ſaid his friend, 
« when aſſes are inſufficient, follow, 
my dear Aladin, the impulſe of your 

{oul. 
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foul, and the inſpiration of your 


genus. 


When he reached the palace, he 
found that the ſeditious cries of the 
populace had redoubled, and that the 
Sultan had withdrawn to one of the 
moſt interior apartments. After hay- 
ing inquired into the real ſtate of 
affairs, he endeavoured to encourage 
tis royal maſter, and went out to meet 
the inſurgents unarmed ; he advanced 
into the midſt of them they remained 
ſilent. 


The aſpect of a great man, whoſe 
rellance was in his own virtue, awed 


CVE. 


x86 COUSINS OF SCHIRAS, 


even the moſt audacious into reſpect. 
« My friends,” ſaid he, . you demand 
the Vizier's head, will the wheat be 
better when the Sultan has ſacrificed 
his miniſter to you? twenty Viziers 
beads have at different times heen de- 
livered over to the people of Schiras, 
and have you been the happier for it? 
I am going to ſee if it be not poſſible 
to correct the evils which afflict you, 
but for the preſent retire home in 
peace ; to-morrow at the ſame hour 
aſſemble here without tumult, and if 
you are not then ſatisfied, my head 
inſtead of that of Salem's ſhall pay the 
forfeit ; I ſwear by Mahomet you 
ſhall have ſatisfaction.“ 


The 
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The people repeated, * Long live 
Alndin,” and retired, ſupplicating 
Bleſſings on his head. 


The next day they again aſſembled, 

ö and Aladin informed them that the 
Sultan had held a council, where it 
had been determined that the wheat 
complained of ſhould be thrown away, 
and that. in. future the care of pro 
curing it ſhould devolve to the people 
themſelves. The Sultan is not in 
want of money, ſaid he, “and in” 
confideration of your wants, has ſup- 
preſſed one half the taxes on conſump=— 

tion.“ 


The 
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The people delighted, carried Ala- 
din back in triumph to the palace. 


He informed the Sultan of what 
had paſſed, who found that one good 


head in the Divan was better than a bad 


dne thrown to the people. Aladin 


then aſſembled the monied men who had 
refuſed to credit the funds; „ The 
enemy advances,” ſaid he, © and the 
city will be pulaged, your riches plun- 
dered, and every thing you have 
hitherto lent the Sultan will be loſt ; 
your only intereſt therefore 15 now to 
remain firm friends to government, to 
cauſe the troops to be paid, and to en- 
deavour to repulſe your enemies ; if 


you are Citizens, you ought to aſſiſt 
the 
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the ſtate, your own intereſt calls upon 
you to do it.“ —Theſe arguments 
were ſtrong and unanſwerable. 


The merchants immediately brought 
him all the money they could collect; 
Aladin loaded it in waggons, and ſet 
off for the army. The preſence of ſo 
celebrated a general recalled the diſ- 
perſed ſoldiers to the tents ; the money 
he had brought calmed their diſ- 
quietude, and his aſpect inſpired cou- 
rage. Wiſhing to take advantage of 
the moment of enthuſiaſm, Le made 
diſpoſitions to attack the enemy the 


next morning. 


The 
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The armies were now in preſence 
of each other, and waited only for the 
ſignal of combat; when advancing 
between them, Aladin deſired to be 
heard. King of Kirman,“ ſaid he, 
and you brave ſoldiers, what fury is 
it that agitates you, and what illuſions 
do you purſue ? the angel of deftruc- 
tion hovers over you, and the earth 
will ſoon be covered with the dead and 
dying, but will your brothers, or thoſe 
who ſurvive, be more happy? and 
you, Sultan, ſhall -you become more 


powerful? This province, which 
you demand with pretended juſtice, 
as it formerly coſt you half your em- 

pire, has for a century paſt been affix- 


ed to the crown of Perſia by the right 
of 
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of conqueſt. A day or two ago you 
was victorious, and, of courſe, think 
you ſhall proceed from victory to 
victory; but the courage of my troops 
is not inferior to that of your own : 
you build on the revolt of the people, © 
they at this inſtant bleſs their Sultan; 
you think that our treaſures are ex- 
hauſted, while money abounds 1n our 
camp. I find it difficult to ſtay the 
ardour of my troops, and your army 
equally ſhew their impatience to en- 
gage: the ſucceſs of arms is uncer- 
tain; the rights of juſtice and hu- 
manity are 1immovable ; let us think 
of the good of our people, and lay 
aſide fallacious, but deſtructive glory. 
1 offer to you, Q King, the daughter 
5 of 
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of my royal maſter, and an alliance 
between the two nations, which ſhall 
increaſe your commerce; let each of 
us open our ports, which are now 
cloſed, multiply our exchanges, and a 

free trade will prove far more advan- 
tageous to you than a conquered pro- 
vince, which you muſt keep poſſeſſion 
of ſword in hand, and whoſe exhauſted 


ſtate would add little to your revenue. 


The King of Kirman was ſtruck 
with truths ſo favourable to huma- 
nity ; he drew off his troops, and held 
\ converſe with Aladin, who convinced 
him that each of the two empires, 
through the jealouſy of ocilating 
power, and the factions of commerce, 

ns 
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fpent more money in armies and fleets 
than that commerce could produce; 
that five hundred thouſand men had 
periſhed in the wars within thirty 
years, a loſs that (even if confined to 
the cold calculations of politicians) 
could never be compenſated by any 
advantage; that the ſcheme of pre- 
venting an over population was idle, 
whi.it one half of the empire remained 
uncu'tivated, and that even the reve- 
nue, the chief object of prices, would 
receive greater benefit by a ſyſtem of 
peace. He convir.ced him that the 
diverſity of tlieir manufactures eſtab- 
liſhed a natural and productive com- 


merce between tnem, whilit the rival- 


fhip of the two powers ſapped the 
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ſources of fecundity for no other pur- 
poſes than to deprive each other of 


{ome paltry advantage. 


The Sultan, who was a judicious 
man, convinced by Aladin's reaſons, 
entered into treaty with him. Peace 
was concluded, the daughter of I{kan- 
der advantageouſly married, and Sa- 
lem's head remained upon his ſhoul- 


ders. 


The day Aladin took leave of the 
King of Kirman, the malevolent fairy 
pierced through the crowd, under the 
figure of an old woman, and delivered 
him a letter, aſſuring him that his hap- 
pineſs depended upon his immediately 

reading 
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reading it. Aladin opened the letter, 
and read theſe words: A fiſter of 
Abdallah's, who reſembled her 1n voice 
and in perſon, died in the arms of the 
Sultan cf Damas ; Abdallah is alive, 
ſhe is now in the hands of an Arabian 
ſlave merchant, who lives 12 the 
{uberbs of Ali.“ 


Aladin thought himſelf in a dream; 
he was nearly beſide himſelf with plea- 
ſure, and leaving all the great officers 
who ſurrounded him, inquired for the 
ſuberbs of Ali. At laſt arriving at the 

| merchant's houſe, he entered it, and 
Called aloud for Abdallah; the mer- 
chant refuſing to open the chambers - 
containing his ſlaves, Aladin drew Lis 

O 2 {abre 
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ſabre, and the trembling merchant, 
invokiag the Cadi and juſtice, was 
obliged to yield to his impetuoſity. 
The door was opened, and Aladin faw 
about thirty women fitting on mats, 
who hearing the noiſe, had covered 
themſelves with their veils. © Abdal- 
lah!“ exclaimed Aladin; a woman 
aroſe, and Aladin advancing, wildly 
tore off the veil, and diſcovered Ab- 
dallah, who 1nftantly fainted in his 
arms.. All the women had quitted 
their veils, and appeared to be ſeized 
with unknown tranſports alternate 


cries of joy and accents of deſpair made 
the room a ſcene which would have 
overcome the coldeſt heart. The 


merchant himſelf, accuſtomed to the 
| tears 


CUUSINS OF SCHERAS, 197 


tears of women, and unſenGble to their 
grief, ſeemed to be affected. 


Abdallah recovered her ſenſes, and 
faw Aladin. How ſhall I deſcribe 
what paſſed in her foul! ; it ſeemed to 
wiſh to quit the body that contained 
it, as too feeble to ſuppott ſo many 
_ agitations. The man who for the 
firſt time eryoys his natural fight, 
whom torrents of light overwhelms, 
and has juſt acquired a new ſenſe, can 
only have an 1dca of what was felt 7 
Abdallah and ker lover. 


Aladin cauſed four thouſand ſequins + 
to be given to the merchant, exclaim- 
ing in a tranſport, « Let no one be 
5 unhappy 
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' unhappy on the day which unites 
me to Abdallah!“ He accordingly. 
agreed with the merchant for the reſt 
of the women, that they might remain 


companions to Abdallah. 


He then departed, leading his miſ- 
| treſs by the hand, and followed by 


women of different nations, all young 


and beautiful, who in their various 


languages celebrated the greatneſs af | 
his ſoul. 


In this manner he arrived at his 
tent, amidſt the acciamations of the 
people. He was no ſooner there than 
he diſpatched an expreſs to the Monk, 
to inform him of his happineſs; after 

which 
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which he returned to the court, to put 
the laſt hand to the treaty of peace; 
his intention, however, was not to re- 
main there. Having been abſent for 
a long period from Ahdallah, each 
thought he Gould now give to buſineſs 


would be a theft from her. 


Aladin ſoon diſcovered that a court 
was a welghty burden, and that po- 
pularity is not the beſt recommenda- 
tion to a ſovereign. He was offered 
the place of Grand Vizier, but with- 
out much ſolicitation to accept it ; he 
made his health the pretext of declin- 
ing the honour, that he might not 
ſhew too much pride in the refuſal, 
and returned to his friends. 


«© You 


occaſions. | FR 
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« You are very right in quitting the 


court, {a!d the Monk, great men are 


like violent remedies, and, ſhould never 
be employed but upon emergent 


Salem reſumed his place, continued 
to ſign and ipeak by rule, and Aladin, 
far from the capital, paſſec his days 
in that happineſs which love, friend- 
hip, and letters can alone beſtow. 
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